
Technological innova-
tions and technically-
advanced processes are fast
becoming the core backbone
of today’s waste and recy-
cling industries. 

Matanya Horowitz,
founder and chief executive
officer at AMP said two
trends they’re watching with
regard to waste technology
are larger deployments of
artificial intelligence (AI)
and robotics technology and
new applications of AI. 

In terms of larger
deployments of AI and robot-
ics, more materials recovery
facilities (MRFs) have
adopted and begun to rely on
automation in the last few
years, but especially so dur-
ing the pandemic as a path to
operational continuity. 

“The pandemic acceler-
ated adoption and greater
interest in larger and repeat
orders, but it wouldn’t have
happened without increasing
acceptance of AI and robot-
ics,” Horowitz said. “Thanks
to continuous improvements
in field performance and reli-
ability, AI-guided robotics
systems have become proven
technologies. These larger
deals validate their ability to
help the industry enhance
safety, increase productivity,
and improve recovered
resource quality.”

What’s more, AI
improvements have paved
the way for the expansion of
categories for identification

by material type, form factor,
and numerous other attrib-
utes. These advancements
create new opportunities for
applications like waste audit-
ing and characterization, pro-
viding much-needed data and
bringing greater transparency
to the material stream. 

According to Dan Kurtz,
vice president of recycling
for Waste Connections, who
AMP has partnered with to
deploy 24 systems, this tech-
nology “is giving us real-
time data on what’s going
past the robots. We see
everything. We can tell how
much cardboard or paper is
in a plastics stream, down to
the brand level. It’s also giv-
ing us a way to collaborate
with brand owners and pack-
aging producers and get a
heads up on what’s coming
before it ever hits the mar-
ket. This provides the oppor-
tunity to go after
polypropylene, which is
becoming more prevalent,
because robots can identify
the material in a split sec-
ond.”

According to Kevin
Garcia, general manager of
civil specialty solutions at
Trimble, provider of a wide
range of hardware and soft-
ware solutions for the waste
industry, including for
weighing, transfer and land-
fill management, the indus-
try is seeing a push toward
technology solutions that
can help eliminate ineffi-
ciencies all across the waste
stream. For example, any

landfill truck scale operator
can tell you that most
garbage trucks are signifi-
cantly underloaded, and a
landfill without proper man-
agement is a problem. 

“Onboard scale technol-
ogy can solve both problems
by helping monitor and pro-
vide actionable data about
the waste stream,” Garcia
said. 

Technology also allows
landfill operators to construct
new cells efficiently and
accurately. As Garcia
explained, machine control
systems enable operators to
place refuse within the per-
mitted airspace and compact
it completely, while main-
taining grade aid with water
runoff. 

“Compacting material
completely means that
machines move more effi-
ciently, using less fuel and
reducing maintenance
issues,” Garcia said. Drones
allow landfill operators to
measure their landfill sites

accurately and with little
effort, which enables
informed decision making.

New technology can
have significant impacts on
the industry. In addition to
increasing efficiency, tech-
nology can also provide data
that enables better decision-
making across a waste man-
agement organization. For
example, onboard scales
optimize payload on every
dumpster, but new reporting
tools go even further to help
optimize profitability per
route or per customer, which
puts the hauler in control of
profitability. Similarly, as
Garcia explained, drones
give landfill operators a
snapshot in time that can be
used for measuring airspace,
density, surface area and
slope, all of which can 
be used to make better 
decisions.

With new technologies
comes new challenges. As
Horowitz explained, the 
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Goodyear recently retrofitted a Caterpillar 725 with autonomous software by

SafeAI, keying in to the benefits of artificial intelligence for multiple industry

segments. PHOTO COURTESTY OF GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER CO.

Technology has had a significant impact on the waste industry and allows

landfills to operate much more efficiently.



View our
USED & NEW

INVENTORY
ON OUR SITE!

Huron, South Dakota

800-548-6469
605-352-6469

www.OverBuilt.com
sales@overbuilt.com

Largest Opening on the Market
Advanced Oil Recovery System with Sludge Traps and Large 
Clean-outs
State-of-the-Art Automation System
400-gallon Fuel Cell and Optional Lockable Auxiliary Fuel Pump
Optional High-speed Oil Bypass System
22' & 24' Crusher Chambers Also Available
Twin Lid Safety Lock System Engaged from the Ground
Ground-accessible gang grease stations.

THE ONLY TRUE HIGH-SPEED SYSTEM AVAILABLE

10’ High

20’ 3” Long

HIGH-SPEED CAR CRUSHER

20’ Charge Box
Heavy-Duty Knuckle Boom
Superior Lift and Reach

HEAT & A/C UNITHEAT & A/C UNIT

3/8 AR400 REPLACEABLE WEAR PLATES3/8 AR400 REPLACEABLE WEAR PLATES OVERHEAD CONTROLSOVERHEAD CONTROLS

HIGH-SPEED BALER/LOGGER

We purchased our OverBuilt Car Crusher new in early 
2012. This is the best crusher we have ever owned. 
The Sales and Service Staff have been great to follow 
up making sure we have all our filter and  maintenance 
items needed to keep our machine running smoothly 
and efficiently.

We have been using our new overbuilt baler for a little over 2 years now and continue to be impressed. 
It has been dependable and much more efficient than our balers in the past. This has been a durable 
machine with little down time other than routine maintenance. We recently replaced the grapple with 
their new and improved version and couldn’t be more pleased. The overbuilt design is simply easy to 
operate and makes a quality bale that is easy to load. Thank you for making a quality and dependable 
baler that we can count on and enjoy operating.

We purchased our OverBuilt new overbuilt baler for a little over 2 years now and continue to be impressed. 

“WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS SAY”

—Kevin Stroebel
Manager, Pacific Steel & Recycling

Rock Springs, WY

—Doug Butler
Owner, Butler Salvage

Torrington, WY

       j y p

#1 SELLING
CRUSHER!

Operates 5 OverBuilt Balers



American Recycler March 2021, Page A3

New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) Commis-
sioner Basil Seggos announced proposed
regulations to implement a new statewide
waste reduction initiative that supports
food donation to help hungry New York-
ers and food recycling to help prevent the
landfilling of food scraps. The proposed
regulations would require composting and
the donation of edible food by large food
scrap generators to promote an effective
reuse of materials otherwise headed for
landfills. DEC will hold two virtual public
hearings on the draft regulations on April
7, and is accepting public comments on
the proposal until April 27.

“Reducing food waste has significant
environmental benefits, including creating
useful compost and decreasing the amount
of materials that would otherwise be sent
to a landfill, eventually creating methane
gas that contributes to climate change,”
Commissioner Seggos said. “Perhaps even
more critical now, when so many New
York families are struggling with food
insecurity during the pandemic, these pro-
posed regulations support initiatives to
connect hungry people with edible food
and support organizations like Feeding

New York State that are working to
reduce hunger in our communities.”

The draft regulations would imple-
ment the Food Donation and Food Scraps
Recycling Act, which goes into effect in
January 2022. The regulations implement
the Act’s requirements for all designated
food scrap generators to donate excess
edible food and send food scraps to an
organics recycler if one is available with
25 miles of the generator. The increase in
food donation will help New Yorkers in
need and result in job creation to assist the
not-for-profits that handle food donations.
The act also requires generators to recycle
food scraps by using organics recyclers
(composting facilities, etc.) to reduce the
amount of food scraps that would other-
wise end up in landfills and ultimately
produce methane, a potent greenhouse
gas. Composting facilities and other
organics recyclers produce beneficial
organics soil conditioners that are needed
to improve the quality of poor soils and
reduce erosion.

DEC’s draft regulations define a food
scrap generator as an entity that generates
an annual average of two tons of food
scraps or more per week at a single loca-

tion. These entities include, but are not
limited to, supermarkets, food service
businesses such as restaurants, higher edu-
cation institutions, hotels, food processors,
correctional facilities, and sports or enter-
tainment venues. The proposal exempts
New York City, hospitals, nursing homes,
adult care facilities and elementary and
secondary schools.

The draft regulations also detail
requirements to donate excess food and
recycle food scraps if an organics facility
is available, as well as annual reporting. In
addition, the proposal includes a tempo-
rary waiver provision for generators that
demonstrate a need to be excluded from
certain requirements, such as a lack of
food scraps transporters nearby. The pro-
posal also outlines requirements that apply
to transporters, transfer facilities, landfills,
and combustion facilities to ensure that
once the food scraps are separated by the
generator they are ultimately recycled and
not disposed.

DEC will hold virtual public hearings
on the proposed Part 350 regulations on
April 7, at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. via WebEx.
The public is invited to submit written
comments on the proposed regulations

through April 27, 2021. Written comments
can be submitted by e-mail to FoodScrap-
sLaw@dec.ny.gov or by mail to: ORRS-
Part 350, NYSDEC, Division of Materials
Management, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY
12233-7253. Please include “Comments
on Proposed Part 350” in the subject line
of the e-mail.

New York State has taken decisive
action to combat food insecurity during
the COVID-19 pandemic, including the
launch of the Nourish New York program
statewide and a pilot partnership with
HelloFresh to provide fresh meals to vet-
erans, military families, and other resi-
dents in New York City, among other
initiatives. In July, Governor Cuomo
announced $1.5 million in funding for
Feeding New York State to support its net-
work of 10 regional food banks, as well as
local farms to help provide milk and pro-
duce to food insecure New Yorkers in
response to the increased need for food
bank services due to the economic and
public health impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic. The grant built upon more than
$4.3 million announced by the Governor
earlier last year for projects across the
state.

NY DEC strives to improve food scrap recycling



The Global Recycling Foundation
is calling for nominations for the
award of Recycling Hero 2021 from
individuals to business leaders, sole
traders to multinational businesses,
communities, towns and cities that
have continued to recycle during the
Covid-19 crisis.

All entrants will have a chance to
win a US$500 prize and the winners
will feature on the Global Recycling
Day social media channels. Ten recy-
cling heroes will be chosen as the win-

ners representing the various conti-
nents of the world.

Ranjit Baxi, founding president of
the Global Recycling Foundation,
commented, “We want to champion
Recycling Heroes during a particularly
difficult year, and encourage the world
to recognize the critical importance
that recycling makes to the preserva-
tion of our planet.”

“Every year on Global Recycling
Day we applaud the innovative recy-
cling practices of our heroes and

report what they have achieved to our
millions of supporters around the
world.”

Recycling has been acknowledged
as the Seventh Resource upon which
humanity depends for the supply of
raw materials and its essential role has
continued throughout the coronavirus
crisis.

Search for #RecyclingHeroes 2021 launched
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Pull scrap engines and 
transmissions in 30 seconds!

          Maximize your cash �ow from 
your auto scrapping and recycling 
operations!
This is an excellent tool for self-service 
salvage yards, such as YOU-PULL-IT 
and U PICK IT-type operations AND 
for shredding facilities.

15’ SAS FORKS with SUPER BUMPERS

Protect revenue and front  
           end components with 
                         SAS Bumpers!

Move cars quickly and safely 
                    WITHOUT DAMAGE!

Brewers Collective, the craft busi-
ness unit of Anheuser-Busch,
announced a national partnership with
innovative recycling company Terra-
Cycle to promote the proper recycling
of personal protective equipment
(PPE). 

Brewers Collective has installed
TerraCycle Zero Waste Boxes, spe-
cially intended for single-use masks
and gloves, at 18 craft breweries across
the U.S. Once the boxes are filled, they
will be returned to TerraCycle for recy-
cling. The collected PPE will be
cleaned, melted, and processed into a
raw material that can be used to make
new products, such as composite deck-
ing, outdoor furniture, and reusable
shipping pallets.

The decision to focus on PPE recy-
cling emerged from the continued
widespread public use of protective
equipment due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic. In 2020, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity estimated that the U.S. was using
an average of 45 million masks per
day, most of which are not approved
for traditional recycling bins. As PPE
usage continues, community streets,
parks, and beaches are being littered
with single-use gloves and masks,
which poses a dangerous contamina-
tion risk.

“Sustainability has always been a
core focus for our company and our
craft brewery partners, and this past
year presented a new and unique set of
environmental challenges for our
industry overall. By partnering with
TerraCycle, we are addressing the very
time-sensitive issue of safely recycling
our brewery PPE, while also creating a
solution that supports the larger com-
munity,” said Marcelo “Mika”
Michaelis, president, Brewers Collec-
tive, Anheuser-Busch. 

In addition to installing Zero
Waste Boxes, select breweries will also
be promoting broader community
awareness of proper PPE recycling
through local “Pints for PPE” efforts at
their brewpubs. “Pints for PPE” offers
refreshing incentives such as gift cards
or merchandise for consumers who
bring their used PPE into local partici-
pating brewpubs. Details and timing of
local “Pints for PPE” events will be
shared on participating breweries’
social channels. 

This new partnership with Terra-
Cycle expands on Brewers Collective’s
ongoing investments in the long-term
health of our environment and our
communities, as well as Anheuser-
Busch’s broader sustainability goals for
2025, which focus on renewable elec-
tricity and carbon reduction, smart
agriculture, water stewardship and cir-
cular packaging. 

Breweries to begin PPE recycling program
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BALANCE  
PAYMENTS 
WITH FLEET 
UTILIZATION
Did you know that 90% of equipment 
owners get their leasing packages 
wrong?

Most owners overutilize the 
contracted hours in their equipment 
lease, and pay big penalties at the 
end of their term. 

Many more owners underutilize their 
machines, and Żnish the term with 
paid-for hours that they never used.

Only 11% get the right balance of 
payments made and hours used.

Now there’s a better way
SENNEBOGEN Capital brings you the 
industry’s Żrst Lease By The Hour® 
plan. 

• Eliminate the risk of overtime 
penalties during busy work periods

• Eliminate high monthly carrying 
costs during slow work periods

Ask your SENNEBOGEN dealer 
about the only leasing plan that 
automatically balances your 
payments and production to deliver 
the best return on your equipment 
investment.

   

21%

68%

11%

 

 

   

Underutilized

Accurately utilized

Overutilized 

Actual vs. Contract Usage

PROVEN UPTIME WITH UPTIME KITS
SENNEBOGEN, in keeping with their 
philosophy to maximize uptime, has 
created UPtime Kits. Whether you are 
a service technician in-house or on the 
road, these kits have everything you 
need for every service, maintenance 
and PM task in one place. They were 
created to save you time and money. 
Managing hundreds of related service 
parts, from belts and nuts to O-Rings 
and special tools becomes easy with a 
single part number to order and stock.

They are:
• Easy to order and easy to stock
• Packed with job speciŻc components  

and tools
• Ideal for stocking service shops and trucks

Choose from the following kits:
• Auto Lubrication Kits
• O-Ring kits
• Electrical Kits
• SAE Flange Kits

And the best thing is that these kits are 
custom-built to match your machine model 
and series. Count on SENNEBOGEN to meet 
your needs in the Żeld or in-house. For more 
information on UPtime Kits, scan the QR code 
or talk to your dealer.

• Fitting Kits
• Plug & Connector Kits
• A/C Service Kits

www.sennebogen-na.com  |  +1-704-347-4910

See how SENNEBOGEN can purpose-build the right machine for you

PURPOSE-BUILT 
FROM THE GROUND UP

When you want purpose-built,
only SENNEBOGEN purpose-builds 
one machine at a time to meet  
your goals.

Think of the possibilities! 

What if YOUR  
material handler’s 
purpose is a little 
different from the 
OTHER material 
handler’s purpose? 

VISIT US VIRTUALLY AT

APRIL 20-22, 27-29
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315-858-0055
AndelaProducts.com

info@andelaproducts.com

economics and efficiency of identifying
and sorting paper, plastics, metals, and
other recyclables from the waste stream
creates a major challenge for material
recovery. 

In recent years, the waste industry
has also faced stricter international
quality standards for contamination-
free imports of recycled materials,
leaving the industry in search of cost-
effective alternatives to meet these
requirements. 

“COVID-19 then forced many
businesses to suspend recycling opera-
tions due to concerns for worker
safety,” Horowitz said. “Simultane-
ously, the pandemic increased demand
for high-quality recycled feedstock to
overcome supply chain interruptions
and shifts in raw material availability.”

AI and robotics technology is help-
ing the waste industry meet these chal-
lenges by modernizing recycling –
improving material quality, ensuring
worker safety, increasing productivity,
lowering costs, diverting waste from
landfill, and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions – while increasing overall
rates of recycling and resource recovery.

“The expansion of AI applications
for material identification and recovery
is a major focus for the future,”
Horowitz said. AMP is developing new
vision system offerings, innovating
data capture for waste characterization
to support operators, and expanding
data access to packaging producers to
help them achieve recycled content
goals. 

“AI opens up opportunities that
make recycling a more important part
of the waste ecosystem,” Horowitz
said. 

COVID-19 shifting the waste
stream from commercial to residential
has highlighted the need for those in
the waste management sector to be able
to pivot quickly. “Accurate real-time
waste stream data using accurate sen-
sors like onboard truck scales unlocks
opportunities to improve profitability,”
Garcia said. “Landfill consents close to
the waste source are more challenging,
so we need to do more with the landfill
resources we have.”

Another challenge that Garcia
pointed to is a shortage of skilled, tech-
nologically savvy people interested in
waste management careers. Landfills
are getting big enough that small
improvements in efficiency can have
big financial gain, but the technology
must both provide value to field opera-
tions and be easy to use and learn with-
out extensive training. 

“Our drone mapping and machine
indicate systems, for example, are pur-
pose-built to be user-friendly, easy to
implement, and to drive value,” Garcia
said. “Technology must meet all three
of these criteria in order to take hold in
the waste management sector.”

Technology Innovations &
Landfills

One area of the waste management
industry that has received increased
focus is within the landfill environ-
ment – specifically as it relates to the
transformation of landfills and landfill
gas. There has been a shift in focus
from the use of landfill gas as fuel to
create electricity in favor of using it as

a raw feedstock to create Renewable
Natural Gas (RNG). 

One of the biggest challenges
faced by waste management compa-
nies today is how they present them-
selves as “green” and environmentally
friendly, especially in a political cli-
mate that has made sustainability a
cornerstone of the new administra-
tion’s agenda. 

“By voluntarily implementing
RNG projects, waste management
companies are able to show the local
communities how they are materially
impacting the environment in a posi-
tive way,” said Michael Bakas, execu-
tive vice president at Ameresco. “This
voluntary act will go a long way with
local governments, permitting agency
and the community. 

This RNG technology being uti-
lized within landfills is a more effi-
cient use of the renewable fuel and has
an effective way to decarbonize the
natural gas grid and the traditional use
of natural gas as well as the trans-
portation sector,” Bakas said. “We’re
also seeing a push to organics from
landfills, especially in more progres-
sive states, which increase the cost of
disposal, create a need to find ways to
safely treat this waste and will nega-
tively impact the generation of landfill
gas at the landfills.” Ameresco is a
leading, diverse clean technology inte-
grator with a comprehensive portfolio
of energy efficiency and renewable
energy supply solutions.

In general, the U.S. has experi-
enced a tremendous amount of focus
by many on “going green” initiatives.
The move toward a low-carbon econ-
omy continues to gain momentum.

Primarily state policymakers are work-
ing to formulate a comprehensive U.S.
energy policy that addresses climate
change, security of supply and afford-
ability within a framework that sup-
ports the transition to a low-carbon
future. 

As Bakas explained, business
leaders are considering sustainable
growth strategies and integrating sus-
tainability in the way they manage
their businesses. 

“Corporations bought a record
amount of clean energy in 2019 – up
more than 40 percent from the previ-
ous year’s record with most of this
purchasing occurring in the U.S. In
addition, many organizations are being
pushed to address their carbon risk
exposure by shareholders,” Bakas
said. 

But, with great progress made
addressing the “electric side” of the
carbon footprint, organizations are
now turning to the thermal side of the
equation. This is where the benefits of
RNG come into play. 

“RNG is an ultra-clean and ultra-
low carbon natural gas alternative that
can help end users reduce their Scope
1 Emissions on a one-for-one basis –
something that most other renewable
fuels cannot do for the thermal side,”
Bakas said. “Given the Biden Admin-
istration’s interest in hydrogen and
carbon sequestration, it would seem
logical that visibility into this market
will drive investment into advancing
technology in order to spur the growth
in this sector – possibly using renew-
able natural gas as feedstock for these
projects.

Innovations
■Continued from Page 1



WE WANT YOUR

WHEELS
BLACKBURN WILL PICK UP AND PURCHASE YOUR  

 LATE MODEL ALLOY OR STEEL REPAIRABLE CORES. 

OEM Wheel Solutions

Increase your cash flow today! blackburnwheels.com/we-buy

800-981-8321 x127

•   Buyers of 2011 or 
newer OEM aluminum 
and steel wheels

•   Any way you  
want – we buy.



        844-222-2020See  all equipment at www.DADEAuctions.com!

Financing available at DADECapital.com

      

2009 model with �u�er and hopper.
MAXPAK HORIZONTAL BALER

    
    

Good condition. Upgrade your shred today!
2006 WENDT FINDER 2400

Good condition. Includes harness and shackles.
48" ALUMINUM WOUND OHIO MAGNET

   
    

   
     

Model SB66200-800R. Only 2,000 hours!
COLMAR 800 TON SHEAR BALER

      
    

Bottom end rebuild 2 years ago.
VOLVO EC360CL WITH SCRAP GRAPPLE

Dismantled and ready to ship!
2015 WENDT TOMRA X-TRACT

      
    

With NPK K314R Shear. Great combo!
CATERPILLAR 345B MATERIAL HANDLER

2011 with 960HP motor. Ready to ship!
BONFIGLIOLI DRAKE 2000 M-16 SHREDDER

F     
   

Completely rebuilt in 2019!
2003 SIERRA 500 TON SHEAR

          
 

   

Well maintained, good operating condition. 
1981 HARRIS 500 TON SHEAR

Solid tires. Quick Disconnect. Heat and air!
2011 LIEBHERR L580 WHEEL LOADER

800HP with many spare parts.
AMERICAN PULVERIZER 60X60 HAMMERMILL

      
     

      
    

Good condition. Includes extra screen.
2009 MIDWESTERN 48" DUAL DECK SCREEN

    
      

          
     

     

     
    

         
   

Model 893. 800 HP motor.
JEFFREY 60 X 90 HAMMERMILL SHREDDER

Equipped with LaBounty MSD 3000 shear. Engine rebuilt less than 100 
hours ago!

HYUNDAI R380LC WITH SHEAR



Sell YOUR equipment with us, call today:  844-222-2020  all equipment at www.DADEAuctions.com!

   
844-333-3030

www.DADEAuctions.com

ASSET MANAGEMENT FOR SALVAGE, RECYCLING & WASTE

     
  

Has passed recent DOT inspections!
CLEMENT HIGH-SIDE END DUMP TRAILER

     
   

     
    

Brand new, never used!
ELETELE 5000 HP LIQUID RHEOSTAT

Good condition with rotator.
MACK 3/4 YARD FOUR TINE GRAPPLE

    
    

Like new! 10 HP. Two spare plates.
2014 AMERICAN PULVERIZER JAW CRUSHER

     
    

    
   

In good shape, ready to start baling!
1997 E-Z PORTABLE METAL BALER

     
   

      
    

Fixed high cab with gen-set.
CATERPILLAR 345C MATERIAL HANDLER

   
    

Caterpillar 330C High Cab with 66” Walker magnet. Rebuilt engine. 
20KW gen-set.

CATERPILLAR 330C WITH MAGNET

     
    

      
    

    
   

The easiest way to prep your cars!
NEW IRONAX ENVIRORACK FLUID DRAIN SYSTEM

Two 3,500HP motors. Tons of wear parts!
2002 METSO TEXAS 80 X104 HAMMERMILL

    
     

2000HP complete ferrous shredding operation!
2012 HARRIS 60 X 90 HAMMERMILL SHREDDER

Equipped with a LaBounty BLS 2000 shear. Tracks, undercarriage, and 
cylinders are all in good shape.

2008 VOLVO EC290C LD WITH SHEAR

No leaks! Rotator in good condition.
2005 LABOUNTY MSD 2500R SHEAR

The system includes (4) vibratory and (1) radial stacking conveyors.
HUSTLER TAKE-AWAY CONVEYOR SYSTEM
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DISCLAIMER: American Recycler (AR) collects pricing and other information from experienced buyers, sellers and facilitators of scrap metal transactions
throughout the industry. All figures are believed to be reliable and represent approximate pricing based on information obtained by AR (if applicable) prior to
publication. Factors such as grades, quality, volumes and other considerations will invariably affect actual transaction prices. Figures shown may not be con-
sistent with pricing for commodities associated with a futures market. While the objective is to provide credible information, there is always a chance for
human error or unforeseen circumstances leading to error or omission. As such, AR is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of the information
provided, or for outcomes arising from use of this information. American Recycler disclaims any liability to any person or entity for loss or damage resulting
from errors or omissions, including those resulting from negligence of AR, its employees, agents or other representatives.

Commodity Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 Zone 5
#1 Bushelings per gross ton $323.00 330.00 328.00 412.00 495.00
#1 Bundles per gross ton 298.00 328.00 318.00 391.00 483.00
Plate and Structural per gross ton 295.00 321.00 329.00 388.00 389.00
#1 & 2 Mixed Steel per gross ton 212.00 293.00 301.00 370.00 370.00
Shredder Bundles (t in) per gross ton 139.00 174.00 185.00 247.00 250.00
Crushed Auto Bodies per gross ton 139.00 174.00 185.00 247.00 250.00
Steel Turnings per gross ton 104.00 99.00 105.00 151.00 184.00
#1 Copper per pound 3.00 3.31 3.15 3.21 3.39
#2 Copper per pound 2.75 3.10 2.95 3.02 3.12
Aluminum Cans per pound .59 .61 .61 .64 .58
Auto Radiators per pound 1.53 1.49 1.94 1.92 2.01
Aluminum Core Radiators per pound .54 .54 .55 .58 .60
Heater Cores per pound 1.24 1.39 1.27 1.28 1.62
Stainless Steel per pound .59 .61 .65 .64 .71
All prices are expressed in USD. Printed as a reader service only.

U.S. IMPORTS OF FINISHED STEEL MILL PRODUCTS 
BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN (Thousands of Net Tons)

DEC
2020*

NOV
2020

2020
(annualized)

2019
(12 months)

% Change 2020
Annual vs. 2019

SOUTH KOREA
JAPAN
GERMANY
TAIWAN
TURKEY
BRAZIL
NETHERLANDS
CHINA
All Others
TOTAL

222
56
66
43
14
39
86
26

789
1,340

127
46
67
43
53
18
51
34

743
1,181

2,015
767
725
573
562
504
463
376

10,154
16,139

2,576
1,242
1,043

830
328
534
550
544

13,405
21,051

-21.8%
-38.2%
-30.5%
-31.0%
71.9%
-5.7%

-15.8%
-30.8%
-24.3%
-23.3%

*Preliminary

GIVE US A CALL SO WE CAN HELP YOU 
INCREASE YOUR BOTTOM LINE.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A WAY TO INCREASE YOUR 
PROFITS FROM YOUR IRONY ALUMINUM SCRAP?

518-424-1168
Recycling Services International, LLC

facebook.com/RecyclingFurnaces

We o!er sweat furnaces in 
many sizes to suit your needs.
No matter what size you  purchase, 
the payo� average is 6 months with 
operation costs as low as 4 cents per 
pound of aluminum processed.

With our furnace processes, you can 
create three products:

Aluminum ingot to go straight to the mills
Clean HMS 1 or HMS 2 steel to go direct to 
the steel mills
Furnace hearth dross to the rotary 
furnaces for further processing

METALS

Based on preliminary Census
Bureau data, the American Iron and
Steel Institute (AISI) reported that the
U.S. imported a total of 1,494,000 net
tons (NT) of steel in December 2020,
including 1,340,000 net tons (NT) of
finished steel (up 9.0 percent and 13.5
percent, respectively, vs. November
final data). Full year 2020 total and
finished steel imports were
22,019,000 and 16,139,000 net tons
(NT), down 21.2 percent and 23.3 per-
cent, respectively, vs. 2019. Finished
steel import market share was an esti-
mated 18 percent in December and is
estimated at 18 percent for full year
2020.

Key finished steel products with a
significant increase in imports in
December compared to November are
line pipe (up 223 percent), oil country
goods (up 148 percent), plates in coils

(up 84 percent), hot rolled sheets (up
36 percent), hot rolled bars (up 15 per-
cent), cold rolled sheets (up 14 per-
cent) and tin plate (up 10 percent).

In December, the largest volumes
of finished steel imports from offshore
were from South Korea (222,000 NT,
up 75 percent from November final),
The Netherlands (86,000 NT, up 69
percent), Germany (66,000 NT, no
change), Japan (56,000 NT, up 21 per-
cent) and Taiwan (43,000 NT, up 1
percent). 

For full year 2020, the largest off-
shore suppliers were South Korea
(2,015,000 NT, down 22 percent vs.
2019), Japan (767,000 NT, down 38
percent), Germany (725,000 NT,
down 31 percent), Taiwan (573,000
NT, down 31 percent) and Turkey
(562,000 NT, up 72 percent).

Steel imports declined
21.2 percent in 2020

BUYERS OF
GASOLINE • DIESEL • JET FUEL • TRANSMIX

Call today for more info and a quote!
619-932-9563

jerryh@lambfuels.com  •  www.lambfuels.com

Advertise with us.
877-777-0043

A
R

Don’t gamble
with your 
marketing $$$



DAVE VAN VLEET, SALES MANAGER
30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

MIKKI MOORE, ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLES
20+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JIM ADAMS, SALES WESTERN STATES
20+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

SHAWN KALKBRENNER, QUALITY CONTROL
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

BRIAN PAULS, SHOP FOREMAN
15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JERRY SCHMIDT, SHIPPING & RECEIVING
15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

RICK KIELTY, COATING SPECIALIST
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JEREMY DHANKE, CNC OPERATOR
15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

DON DONABAUER, SERVICE MANAGER
25+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ALAN THIELEN, R & D
30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

LARRY DONNAY, SALES EASTERN STATES
30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

KELLY DANELKE, PLANT MANAGER
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

DENNIS HUHN, SERVICE SPECIALIST
25+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

PETER VOSSEN, SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER
30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

TOM HARREN, TRANSPORTATION MANAGER
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

R.M.JOHNSON COMPANY WELDING STAFF WITH AN AVERAGE EMPLOYEE RETENTION
OF 20 YEARS! WE PLAN TO BE HERE FOR ALL OF YOUR RECYCLING EQUIPMENT NEEDS.

JEFF STUCKELBERG, ROBOTICS WELDER
15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JAMIE MILLER, CEO/CONTROLLER
30+ YEARS EXPIERENCE

Kristy Harren, Elaine Johnson, and Kelly Donabauer

Still Original family-owned and continuing strong
with second generation owners after 44 years!

R.M.Johnson Co. will be 
here for you and your 

equipment needs 
for years to come!

R.M. JOHNSON COMPANY
890 Norway Drive
Annandale, MN 55302
www.EZCrusher.com

800-328-3613
320-274-3594

Fax 320-274-3859
davev@ezcrusher.com
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s3softwaresolutions.com
801.355.3388
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Integration

for an added
revenue
stream!

• Simple touch screen POS
    for speedy checkout

• Integrated Interchange to
    locate all possible vehicle
    matches in your yard

• Save thousands in NMVTIS
    Submissions

• Pre-bid vehicles with curb
    weight options

• Track scrap & commodity sales

• Daily management reports

• Vehicle purchasing, scanning,
    yard tracking & search features
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330-920-1500              www.therescorp.com

Proudly Made in the USA

RecyclingEquipmentSolutionsCorp.
A l l  t he  Shear  Equ ipmen t  Serv i ces  You  W i l l  Eve r  Need
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to fit YOUR
needs!

WASTE

Casella Waste Systems, Inc. pub-
lished its 2020 Sustainability Report,
outlining the company’s progress
toward its sustainability vision, and
sharing a roadmap for the next 10
years. A pioneer in sustainable waste
and recycling innovation, Casella
established the first recycling facility
in Vermont in 1977, was a charter
member of the EPA Climate Leaders
program, and this report is the com-
pany’s fifth biennial report on its sus-
tainability activities.

“We have spent most of our 45-
year history building a business around
sustainability through the work we do,
the infrastructure we build, and the
expertise we bring to challenges like
recycling and resource management,”
said John Casella, chairman and chief
executive officer. “We have set our
sights on creating a sustainable busi-
ness culture – from our people to our
operations – and creating more sus-
tainable value, especially for our cus-
tomers but for all our stakeholders as
well.”

With this report, the company
announced 10 sustainability goals for
the year 2030. The goals were selected
through a materiality assessment
process aimed at identifying the com-
pany’s most significant impacts on and
opportunities to improve society, natu-
ral resources, and the environment.

While some goals focus on lessen-
ing negative impacts (e.g., reducing
Scope 1 and 2 greenhouse gas emis-
sions), many of the goals focus on
amplifying beneficial impacts (e.g.,
increasing tons recycled to 2 million
tons per year, and doubling the com-
pany’s renewable energy production).

One goal aims to grow the com-
pany’s Net Climate Benefit Factor, a
measure of the climate benefit of its
recycling, energy, and sequestration
activities divided by its scope 1 and 2
emissions. The company, using
USEPA factors, calculates that it cur-
rently reduces or prevents 2.9 tons of
emissions for every ton it emits, and
aims to grow this factor to 5x by 2030.

“This report represents real
progress, not only in the sophistication
of our sustainability reporting, but in
telling the story of how ingrained and
important these efforts are to our pres-
ent and future success as a company,”
Casella said. “Our industry is evolving
and our company is proud to be one of
the leaders of this evolution.”

In response to growing stakeholder
interest in Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) disclosures, the
company also this year issued a Sus-
tainability Accounting Standards Board
(SASB) report, filed a CDP Climate
report, and launched an ESG hub on its
website.

Casella Waste publishes
2020 Sustainability Report
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The New York City Department of
Sanitation (DSNY) received the CAL-
START Blue Sky Award for its green-
house gas (GHG) reduction goals, part
of which will be realized through the
utilization of the Mack® LR Electric
model for refuse pickup. 

The award recognizes outstanding
market contributions to advanced sus-
tainable transportation that cleans the
air, improves energy efficiency and
reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

DSNY accepted the keys to the
Mack LR Electric demonstration model
in September, when it began rigorous
real world testing in New York City,
the world’s largest municipal sanitation
department with more than 6,000 vehi-
cles collecting 12,000 tons of refuse
and recyclables each day.

CALSTART is a nonprofit organi-
zation working nationally and interna-
tionally with businessees and
governments to develop clean, efficient

transportation solutions. They provide
services and consulting to spur trans-
portation technologies, fuels, systems
and the companies that make them.

“We fully intend to work toward
reducing GHG emissions by 80 percent
by the year 2035,” said Rocco DiRico,
deputy commissioner for Support Serv-
ices at the New York City Department
of Sanitation. 

Mack began commercialization in
Q1 2021 of the Mack LR Electric
model at Lehigh Valley Operations in
Macungie, Pennsylvania, where all
Class 8 models for North America and
refuse are assembled.

DSNY’s Mack LR Electric demon-
strator model is equipped with two 167
kW motors, offering a combined 536
peak hp and 4,051 lb.ft. of torque avail-
able from zero RPM. The vehicle fea-
tures a two-speed Mack Powershift
transmission and Mack proprietary
S522R 52,000-lb. rear axles. 

CALSTART recognizes DSNY with Blue Sky Award

The New York City Department of Sanitation (DSNY) recently received the CALSTART Blue Sky Award for its

greenhouse gas reduction goals, part of which will be realized through the utilization of the Mack® LR

Electric demonstration model for refuse pickup. Top: Pictured left to right are DSNY superintendent

Anthony Donofrio; deputy director Michael Matkovic; deputy director Spiro Kattan; assist. chief Joseph

Cendagorta; deputy commissioner Rocco DiRico; Mack Trucks national account manager John Stuart;

Vasso Waste Systems president Tony Vasso; DSNY deputy director Giovanni Ianniello; DSNY superintendent

James Anderson.
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

800-823-9688

ADADE
Capital Corp.

cDc

APPLY ONLINE www.DADECapital.com

NEW & USED EQUIPMENT 
FINANCING AVAILABLE
Get the cash you need — quickly and at a great rate!

• Salvage
• Recycling
• Waste

As experts in the industry, we’ll �nd you the best deal!

Give us a call today and we’ll discuss your options.

35 Years of
Specializing in: 

 deal!

ns.

Vortex made executive manage-
ment changes to set the stage for its next
generation of corporate leadership.
Founded in Salina, Kansas in 1977, Vor-
tex has grown from a regional business
to a multi-national manufacturing and
engineering company specializing in
process equipment for handling dry bulk
foods, chemicals and minerals.

In addition to his role as chief exec-
utive officer, Travis Young has been
appointed president. He is the fourth
president and chief executive officer in
the company’s 44 year history. Young
has been with Vortex for 16 years.

Jeff Thompson is stepping down as
president and chief operating officer; but
will retain his position as Vortex’s chief
financial officer. In his role, Thompson
will also serve as a senior advisor to the
new leadership team and will continue
to oversee IT, human resources and
accounting. 

Brain Burmaster has been promoted
to chief sales and marketing officer.
Burmaster will be responsible for client
retention, customer service, operational
engineering and overall revenue growth
for the company. Burmaster previously
served as vice president of sales and has
been with the company for 14 years.

Cory Downing has been promoted
to chief operating officer. In his new
role, he will have responsibility over
Vortex’s production, facilities, opera-
tions, product development and organi-
zational development. Downing has
been with the company for 15 years.

Vortex makes executive
management changes

Meridian Waste, an integrated, non-
hazardous solid waste services company,
has closed on the purchase of Sunrise
Sanitation in the greater Greenville,
South Carolina, marketplace, thereby
expanding operations to the company’s
seventh state. 

The acquisition includes the assets
of Sunrise Sanitation, Inc. located in
Easley, South Carolina. The terms of the
purchase agreement remain private. This
marks Meridian Waste’s first acquisition
within South Carolina and the fourteenth
acquisition since the company transi-
tioned to private stock under the owner-
ship of Warren Equity Partners in April
2018. 

The Sunrise Sanitation acquisition
includes residential subscription and
commercial contracts in Anderson and
Greenville Counties. The frontline team
members of Sunshine Sanitation remain
with Meridian Waste team ensuring a
seamless transition and quality service. 

South Carolina is the seventh state
in which Meridian Waste now operates. 

Meridian Waste closes
Sunrise Sanitation acquisition

Altronix Corp. has appointed Steve
Stettner as sales manager for the North-
east region in the U.S.

Stettner brings more than four
decades of industry experience. His ter-
ritory coverage includes Connecticut,
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New York, Rhode Island and Vermont.

Altronix appoints Stettner
as sales manager

Elizabeth Browne has been named
director of the Materials Management
Division (MMD) at the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), the agency
announced. Browne, who has served as
acting division director since July 2020,
assumed her new role February 21.

MMD is responsible for program
areas that deal with solid, liquid, med-
ical and hazardous waste; hazardous
products; energy; and radioactive mate-
rials. The division also leads statewide
efforts regarding pollution prevention,
recycling, sustainability, scrap tire man-
agement, electronic waste takeback pro-
grams and radon safety.

Managing the various waste and
sustainability efforts within EGLE has
prepared Browne for this next step. She
is a New York City native who was
raised in northeastern New Jersey. She
earned a Bachelor of Science in wildlife
management from Michigan State Uni-
versity, and has lived in the Lansing area
since her arrival in the state in 1974.

Browne has spent her entire career
working for the State of Michigan, hir-
ing in as a water quality technician for
the Department of Natural Resources in
1980. During her tenure at the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality (now
EGLE), Browne most recently has led
efforts in the hazardous and solid waste
programs, in addition to scrap tire man-
agement, medical waste and radiological
protection, along with energy and sus-
tainability-related efforts.

Michigan EGLE names
Browne as a director

Mecalac, a manufacturer and distrib-
utor of compact construction equipment
for urban environments, welcomed five
North American dealers to its network. 

Helping connect Mecalac with con-
tractors in central Pennsylvania is
Wood’s CRW Corporation. With nearly
60 years of industry experience, this
heavy equipment distributor services the
northeastern U.S. through locations in
Vermont, Massachusetts, New York and
in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

Illinois-based Hall Equipment will
help with sales and service for contrac-
tors in the Greater St. Louis region.
They specialize in excavation equipment
and have over 20 years of experience.

Trekker Group will expand
Mecalac’s coverage throughout Florida.
The group originated in Puerto Rico
more than 66 years ago and reached
mainland U.S. in 2010. Trekker Tractor,
the equipment sales rental and service
division, will offer Mecalac products at
six locations throughout Florida. 

On the West Coast, Fontana, Cali-
fornia based Scott Equipment is a full-
service dealership featuring new and
used equipment sales, a shop/field serv-
ice department, a parts department and a
wide range of equipment rentals.   

Gear Equipment is dedicated to
bringing new technology to Canadian
contractors. Through locations in
Ontario and soon in British Columbia,
Gear Equipment will offer Mecalac’s
complete range of excavators as well as
loaders and site dumpers.

Mecalac adds new
dealers in North America
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Complete fluid removal in less than 5 minutes!

877-247-6629 • IronAx.com
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Material Handlers

WE BUY AND SELL 
USED RECYCLING EQUIPMENT
HOVDE  RECYCLING EQUIPMENT

800-617-5219   TEXT 320-760-5688
scrapequip.com  steven@scrapequip.com

609.854.3520  tel
609.854.3596 fax
rs@sternerconsulting.com

sternerconsulting.com

Mergers & Acquisitions Consulting
Business Valuation & Brokerage
Specialty Waste Transportation

Management Consulting and Advisory
Asset Preservation & Reorganization

Waste To Energy Consulting
New Business Opportunities

OUR SERVICES

Containers

Fuchs | Liebherr | Sennebogen | CAT

MATERIAL
HANDLERS

20 Machines with Cab 
               Risers, Gen-sets & 
                                   Rotating
                                    Grapples
                               IN STOCK!

New and Used Grapples, New Magnets
and Gen-sets, New 24V Magnets

EQUIPMENT INTERNATIONAL
303-699-7766

American Pulverizer
Jaw Crusher

2014 model with
only about 10 hrs
on it, like new!

Great for
glass crushing

Includes 2 spare toggle plates.

(844) 333-3030

U-PULL IT SOFTWARE: Get more from
your U-Pull It yard and simplify searches.
Our product helps you buy cars, create a
detailed inventory and then all ties to a
point of sale system designed specifically
for your business. View demos at our web-
site. Call today! 801-355-3388 or visit
www.s3softwaresolutions.com.

Load Lugger Trailer

Excellent condition, heavy duty load 
lugger trailer has 120” arms with J 
hooks and near new virgin tires. Turn 
your semi-tractor into a container 
handling truck!

402-721-2985 / 402-720-3340
$22,500 OBO

Miscellaneous

Tire Recycling

NEXT DEADLINE
3/18

CALL TODAY

We offer Insert tips for
     A.R.E. Challenger & other
         similar style grinders.

ESTABLISHED USED TIRE BUSINESS.
Operating for 25 years. Well known in the
industry. Successful revenue. Owners will-
ing to remain to  teach the dynamics of the
business. Long time customer and sup-
plier base. Contact the owner at 551-486-
2017. And 25 years of designing

and manufacturing GLASS
recycling equipment!

CRUSHERS
PULVERIZERS

BREAKERS

315-858-0055
andelaproducts.com 518-424-1168

www.RecyclingFurnaces.com

Hi-efficiency, new technology.
INCREASE PROFITS!
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           Also:
PARTS • REPAIR • CUSTOM BUILDS

SWEAT FURNACES

Glass Processing

THE ORIGINAL CATALYTIC CON-
VERTER REMOVAL TOOL: Our powerful
and easy-to-use products are unsur-
passed and we've been making them for
20 years! Choose from 110 or 12-volt, gas
or de-canning models. Our three hydraulic
models are fast, safe and effective. Cus-
tom applications provided as well! 800-
999-8100, www.supershears.com.
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THE ENVIRO-RACKTHE ENVIRO-RACKTHE ENVIRO-RACK

The Enviro-Rack is the most super  rior 
auto !uid removal and dismantlin  ng 
system on the market today!

Iron Ax is the ONLY shear 
manufacturer in the entire industry 

that o#ers a complete package 
consisting of a shear and an 

excavator.

Complete �uid removal in less   than 5 minutes!

ALL ENVIRO-RACKS ARE 
MADE IN AMERICA
 WITH AMERICAN STEEL

FOR AMERICAN-SIZED CARS.
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     ONE minute!

Call for more
details and 
additional 

pictures.Remote Control • Automatic CycleR t C t l A t tic Cycle

IRON AX SHEAR PACKAGES

RECYCLINGRRERECRECYRECYCRECYCLRECYCLIRECYCLINRECYCLING
E Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  I N CE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  I N CEE QE Q UE Q U IE Q U I PE Q U I P ME Q U I P M EE Q U I P M E NE Q U I P M E N TE Q U I P M E N T  E Q U I P M E N T  SE Q U I P M E N T  S AE Q U I P M E N T  S A LE Q U I P M E N T  S A L EE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E SE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,E Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  E Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  IE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  I NE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  I N C

Toll-free 877-247-6629
Fax 478-252-9030

www.ironax.com  |  ironax@ironax.com

View the Iron Ax YouTube Channel
to see the Iron Pack Baler

In Action Today!

Iron Ax is an OEM that produces high quality mobile shears, balers, Enviro Racks, 
material handlers, booms, lowboy trailers, hydraulic cylinders, �uid couplings & grapples. 
We also carry Walker Magnets, Square D Controllers, Ohio Magnetics Controllers & Baldor Generators.
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FOCUS on
AUTOMOTIVE

A few years ago, the automotive
recycling industry was experiencing
one of the worst slowdowns in industry
history. Exports of scrap metal were
down, primary commodity prices had
dropped, and the tariffs imposed
against China were affecting the auto
recycling industry immensely. Fast for-
ward to 2020 and the industry experi-
enced one of its busiest years in recent
memory. While some industry experts
are scratching their heads and wonder-
ing how, during a global pandemic and
people driving less and less, an indus-
try such as automotive recycling could
see significant growth in certain areas
of the business. 

According to Amanda Richards,
head buyer at Junk Cars New England
and marketing manager at Seymour
Auto Wrecking, the auto recycling
industry has experienced growth in the
area of used car parts, while other areas
of the business have slowed.

“The pandemic has caused used
part sales to soar because people want
to find cost-effective ways to repair
their vehicles rather than junking their
car,” Richards said. Of course, since
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic
people have been traveling much less,
thus fewer cars are on the road, result-
ing in fewer accidents. 

“Wrecked cars that we usually get
from the auction are less available,
causing an increase in the amount we
have to pay to get those types of vehi-
cles,” Richards said. Also, because of
economic instability, many people are
choosing to hold onto their cars longer,
where in the past, they may have been
more willing to junk their car and buy a
newer vehicle. 

“This has definitely affected the
supply and caused the price that we
have to pay to purchase junk cars from
people to go up within the last year,”
Richards said. 

According to Melanie Musson,
automotive expert at CarInsurance-
Comparison.com, there are several fac-
tors that have come together to

contribute to the strong growth of auto
recycling. The three biggest factors are
demand, ability to supply, and environ-
mentally conscious decisions.

“There is a demand for recycled
metals to manufacture new, light-
weight, efficient vehicles,” Musson
said. “Recycling technology has pro-
gressed enough that recycling plants
finally have the ability to separate vehi-
cle components and isolate materials
that can be recycled.”

And while recycling takes a lot of
work, time and money, people and
organizations are driven to invest in
recycling in order to use natural
resources as responsibly as possible.

While Seymour Auto Wrecking
has experienced growth, the company
has faced recent challenges due to the
pandemic. 

“It’s been hard trying to maintain a
steady workforce,” Richards said.

“Employees have had to quarantine on
various occasions due to possible expo-
sure or contraction of the COVID
virus. Also, it’s been hard to get people
to work because of the unemployment
benefits being offered due to the pan-
demic. This is making it difficult to get
consistent, reliable workers to show up
to work every day and that’s been
slowing things down a bit.”

That said, Musson indicated that
the automotive recycling market is
expected to grow by at least 25 percent
over the next five years. “As the recy-
cling process becomes more accessible
and streamlined, you can expect to see
that kind of growth continue for several
more years,” Musson said. 

In fact, the IMARC Group released
its research report, “Vehicle Recycling
Market: Global Industry Trends, Share,
Size, Growth, Opportunity and Fore-
cast 2020-2025.” During that study, the

IMARC Group found that global vehi-
cle recycling market size reached $19.6
billion in 2019. 

The report indicates the defining
factor in the growth of the automotive
recycling market is technology. As car
manufacturers continue to focus on cre-
ating lightweight, fuel efficient vehi-
cles, they are also focusing on the
widespread use of steel in their manu-
facturing processes. As consumers con-
tinue to turn their attention to “going
green” in all facets of their lives –
including the vehicles they drive, they
are eager to incorporate recycled mate-
rials when their automobiles need parts
replaced. As such, automotive recy-
clers are turning to sophisticated tools,
including optical sensors, to recycle all
facets of a vehicle, including fluids,
natural materials, polymers, and of
course, metal.

Auto recyclers see robust 2020 despite Covid-19
by MAURA KELLER
mkeller@americanrecycler.com

See AUTO RECYCLERS, Page B6

A recent report indicates the defining factor in the growth of the automotive recycling market is technology. 



General Motors will supply its
Hydrotec fuel cell power cubes to Nav-
istar for use in its production model fuel
cell electric vehicle (FCEV) – the Inter-
national® RHTM Series. Navistar’s
FCEV will get energy from two GM
Hydrotec fuel cell power cubes. Each

Hydrotec power cube contains 300-plus
hydrogen fuel cells along with thermal
and power management systems. The
power cubes are compact and easy to
package and can be used in a wide range
of applications.

GM to supply Navistar with
hydrotec fuel cell power cubes

General Motors (GM) plans to
become carbon neutral in its global
products and operations by 2040 and
has committed to setting science-based
targets to achieve carbon neutrality.
The company has also signed the Busi-
ness Ambition Pledge for 1.5⁰C, an
urgent call to action from a global
coalition of UN agencies, business and
industry leaders.

“General Motors is joining govern-
ments and companies around the globe
working to establish a safer, greener
and better world,” said Mary Barra,
GM chairman and chief executive offi-
cer. “We encourage others to follow
suit and make a significant impact on
our industry and on the economy as a
whole.”

In addition to GM’s carbon goals,
the company worked with the Environ-
mental Defense Fund to develop a
shared vision of an all-electric future
and an aspiration to eliminate tailpipe
emissions from new light-duty vehicles
by 2035. GM’s focus will be offering
zero-emissions vehicles across a range
of price points and working with all
stakeholders, including EDF, to build
out the necessary charging infrastruc-
ture and promote consumer acceptance
while maintaining high quality jobs,
which will all be needed to meet these
ambitious goals.

“With this extraordinary step for-
ward, GM is making it crystal clear that
taking action to eliminate pollution
from all new light-duty vehicles by
2035 is an essential element of any
automaker’s business plan,” said Envi-

ronmental Defense Fund president Fred
Krupp. “EDF and GM have had some
important differences in the past, but
this is a new day in America – one
where serious collaboration to achieve
transportation electrification, science-
based climate progress and equitably
shared economic opportunity can move
our nation forward.”

A Science-Based Approach
General Motors is committed to

reaching carbon neutrality in its global
products and operations by 2040, sup-
ported by a commitment to science-
based targets. To reach its goals, GM
plans to decarbonizeⁱⁱⁱ its portfolio by
transitioning to battery electric vehicles
or other zero-emissions vehicle tech-
nology, sourcing renewable energy and
leveraging minimal offsets or credits.

Electrification
The use of GM’s products

accounts for 75 percent of carbon emis-
sions related to this commitment. GM
will offer 30 all-electric models glob-
ally by mid-decade and 40 percent of
the company’s U.S. models offered
will be battery electric vehicles by the
end of 2025. GM is investing $27 bil-
lion in electric and autonomous vehi-
cles in the next five years – up from the
$20 billion planned before the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

This investment includes the con-
tinued development of GM’s Ultium
battery technology, updating facilities
such as Factory ZERO in Michigan and
Spring Hill Manufacturing in Ten-
nessee to build electric vehicles from
globally sourced parts and investing in

new sites like Ultium Cells LLC in
Ohio as well as manufacturing and
STEM jobs.

More than half of GM’s capital
spending and product development
team will be devoted to electric and
electric-autonomous vehicle programs.
And in the coming years, GM plans to
offer an EV for every customer, from
crossovers and SUVs to trucks and
sedans.

The company will also continue to
increase fuel efficiency of its tradi-
tional internal combustion vehicles in
accordance with regional fuel economy
and greenhouse gas regulations. Some
of these initiatives include fuel econ-
omy improvement technologies, such
as Stop/Start, aerodynamic efficiency
enhancements, downsized boosted
engines, more efficient transmissions
and other vehicle improvements,
including mass reduction and lower
rolling resistance tires.

Renewable Energy
To address emissions from its own

operations, GM will source 100 percent
renewable energy to power its U.S.
sites by 2030 and global sites by 2035,
which represents a five-year accelera-
tion of the company’s previously
announced global goal. GM is the 10th
largest offtaker of renewable energy in
the world and in 2020, the company
received a 2020 Green Power Leader-
ship Award from the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

Supply Chain and Infrastructure
GM’s carbon neutral commitment

applies to its global product portfolio

and owned operations. The company is
implementing plans today to reduce
the impact associated with its supply
chain while supporting grids and utili-
ties to power electric vehicles with
renewable energy. GM has worked
with some of its largest suppliers to
create a sustainability council to share
best practices, learn from each other
and create new standards for the indus-
try. In addition to the council’s work,
GM is collaborating with suppliers to
set ambitious targets for the supply
chain to reduce emissions, increase
transparency and source more sustain-
able materials.

While electric vehicles themselves
do not emit tailpipe emissions, it is
critical that they be charged with elec-
tricity generated from renewable
sources like wind and solar. GM has
worked with utilities and developers to
support investments in renewable
energy found in and around communi-
ties that have GM facilities via power
purchase agreements and green tariffs.
The company is also working with
EVgo to triple the size of the nation’s
largest public fast charging network by
adding more than 2,700 new fast
chargers by the end of 2025, a move
set to help accelerate widespread
electric vehicle adoption. The new
fast chargers will be powered by 100
percent renewable energy. GM
believes that the energy sector is well
on its way to a decarbonized grid and
that an all-electric future will be sup-
ported by renewable infrastructure and
technology.

General Motors plans to be carbon neutral by 2040
Automotive www.AmericanRecycler.comPage B2, March 2021
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Constellium and Novelis
announced the launch of Alumobility,
a non-profit organization focused on
providing innovative implementation-
ready solutions to advance the adop-
tion of aluminum automotive body
sheet. This global ecosystem of the
leading aluminum producers and
downstream technology partners will
drive value for automakers and con-
sumers by helping to fulfill the prom-
ise of a lighter, more efficient, more
sustainable mobility future. Through
collaborative technical projects and
thought leadership, as well as working
in partnership with global automotive
manufacturers, Alumobility will help
further develop smarter, lighter, safer,
and more sustainable vehicles.

Automakers continue to rely on
lightweight, high-strength, sustainable
aluminum to shape the future of
mobility. To further their efforts, Alu-
mobility has already developed techni-
cal studies that address the
next-generation aluminum door and an
all-aluminum structural B-pillar. The
design solutions reveal that aluminum
can effectively compete with other
materials for mass production vehicles
at an attractive cost to manufacturers.

“Alumobility is a collaboration of
organizations to enthusiastically inno-
vate and demonstrate the advantages
of aluminum auto body sheet in vehi-
cle applications,” said Pierre Labat,
president of Alumobility and vice
president, global automotive at Nov-
elis. “Our global ecosystem approach

is focused on action and leverages the
best minds in our industry to support
OEMs and deliver aluminum enabled
mobility.”

Alumobility represents a commit-
ment of collaboration to further
advance the technical capabilities of
automotive aluminum body sheet in
order to compete with other materials
in next-generation vehicle design. 

“Aluminum offers the promise of
a stronger, more collaborative, more
sustainable mobility future,” said Jack
Clark, vice president of Alumobility
and Constellium’s senior vice presi-
dent of manufacturing and chief tech-
nical officer. “The technical work
published by Alumobility will rein-
force the vital role of lightweight, sus-
tainable aluminum, particularly for
electric vehicles, while increasing
recycling and reducing carbon emis-
sions throughout the lifecycle.”

An executive director, who will
be named in the coming weeks, will
lead the organization, which is gov-
erned by a board of directors repre-
senting member companies.

Alumobility will include addi-
tional member companies with down-
stream expertise, such as joining,
forming and other specialized manu-
facturing processes that actively con-
tribute to increasing the adoption of
aluminum auto body sheet. Members
will be required to contribute unique
technical expertise and support mar-
keting initiatives. All resulting work
will be available upon request. 

Initiative created to advance
automotive aluminum 

Auto manufacturers still
struggling to comply with
Obama era standards

The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) released its annual
Automotive Trends Report, which pro-
vides the public with a single source of
information about new light-duty vehi-
cle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
fuel economy, technology data, and
auto manufacturers’ performance in
meeting the agency’s GHG emissions
standards. The report shows that fuel
economy remains high but has slipped
slightly from the record pace set in pre-
vious years and that reducing emis-
sions through innovation remains a
priority for automotive manufacturers.

“This report shows in detail how
few auto manufactures were able to
meet the unrealistic emissions standards
set by the Obama administration with-
out resorting to purchasing emission
credits,” said EPA administrator Andrew
Wheeler. “We have set realistic stan-
dards in 2020 that will reduce emissions
as well as vehicle costs and maintain
consumer choice going forward.”

Fuel economy for Model Year
(MY) 2019 was 24.9 miles per gallon,
lower than MY 2018 by only 0.2 mpg.
Since MY 2004, when the fleet aver-
aged 19.3 mpg, fuel economy, and
CO2 emissions have improved in 12
out of 15 years.

The report also assesses compli-
ance performance for individual
automakers, and for the U.S. fleet, with
the GHG emissions standards for light-

duty vehicles. This year’s report once
again shows that only three large man-
ufacturers complied with the MY 2019
standard, based on technology factors
of their vehicles alone. When account-
ing for credits, however, the report
shows all large manufacturers are in
compliance. Eleven out of 14 large
manufacturers used a combination of
technology improvements, banked
credits, and purchased credits to main-
tain compliance in MY 2019.

Key Highlights
•Due to a combination of technol-

ogy, innovation and regulatory flexibil-
ity, the average new MY 2019 vehicle
sold in the U.S. was near record low
GHG emissions and near record high
fuel economy.

•New vehicles continue to make
progress on emissions while providing
consumer choice for Americans. For
example, sport utility vehicles reached
record high market share, while also
achieving record high fuel economy
and record low CO2 emissions.

•Manufacturers continue to have a
large bank of credits to use toward
compliance in future model years,
however, about two-thirds of the cur-
rent credits will expire after model year
2021.

For a direct link to the full report,
view this article on

www.AmericanRecycler.com.



Car crushing machines are used in the process of
recycling automobiles, along with a number of other
practices that are often employed, to extract maxi-
mum value from the myriad of materials involved. 

Al-jon by C&C Mfg. designs, manufactures and
supplies a complete line of mobile and stationary fer-
rous and nonferrous scrap metal and scrap vehicle
crushers and balers. The firm ships products world-
wide and manufactures the Impact V with the revo-
lutionary Quad Post Guide System. The key to the
Quad-Post system is the equal distribution of the
crushing force to the four corners of the crushing lid.
The crushing lid is connected to the four sliding
guides by heavy-duty pivot lugs mounted on each
corner. The stress is distributed equally across the
guide posts, sliding guides and pivot lugs, giving the
Impact V greater stability and durability. The back
wall has been designed incorporating high strength
steel, which provides an operator with a solid back-
board for positioning vehicles during loading and
unloading. High strength steel accounts for over 25
percent of the Impact V’s total weight.

Along with the Impact V Car
Crusher, Al-Jon manufactures the 580
Car logger. “The Al-jon 580CL continues
to be the #1 best-selling logger/baler in
the industry. The running gear, which
makes the machine mobile, is incorpo-
rated into the baler design. The design
provides a very low lift requirement for
loading material or vehicles into the huge
19’4” x 10’ crushing chamber. Other
balers on the market require trailer use
and added components, which result in
significantly higher lift requirements. The
Al-jon 580CL features include a 10’ box
opening, which provides easy loading
and unloading of bulk and loose scrap
material—and the box is 1’6” wider than
the competition!” stated Curt Spry, sales
manager.

“OverBuilt manufactures the fastest car
crusher on the market, with our High Speed
Oil Bypass system, allowing reduced cycle
times of up to 50 percent. We have the
largest crushing chamber opening at 10’,
which allows operators to get more tonnage
per stack and 22’ and 24’ models are also
available. We produced our first car crusher
in 1996 and we’ve shipped over 750 crush-
ers to clients around the world,” explained
Steve Besch, sales manager. 

The crusher has a 400 gallon on-board
waste fluid recovery system and the largest
fuel cell available in the industry at 400 gal-
lons. The latter allows customers to fuel
other yard equipment right off the crusher
with an optional lockable, auxiliary fuel pump. All
of this was done using existing space on the crusher.
While some crushers offer only hydraulic landing
gear for quick setup, only OverBuilt crushers include
safety lid locks that can be activated from the ground
by the operator,” Besch said.

He continued, “OverBuilt has been proactive in
meeting the challenges of the scrap and auto salvage
markets over the years. Our baler logger, introduced
in 2008, also provides scrap recyclers with fast and
efficient performance. With its 20’ charge box, and a
crane providing a 26.5’ reach and greater lifting
capacity; it compresses metal and vehicles into a
denser, more stackable form. That results in faster
loading and transporting of finished product to mar-
ket and so maximizes transport loads. Our bale cycle
is 225 tons of pressure per door and the logging
cycle is 175 tons per ram using a twin ram system—
making it powerful enough to handle any job in the
industry. It is a high quality, long lasting machine,
literally OverBuilt to last. We also offer outstanding
parts availability and service after the sale. Keeping
our customers up and running for the life of their
machines is second only to building the highest qual-
ity products available.”

“Our E-Z Crusher will crush cars, trucks,
buses, farm equipment, metal, tin and more. The
crusher is also very easy to use,” stated David Van
Vleet, sales manager at R.M. Johnson Company.
Three models are offered: the A Model (super
crusher), for the most demanding, custom crushing
jobs; the B Model (standard crusher), perfect for
most salvage yard owners and the C Model (single
crusher), an affordable model for small or large
yard operations.

All E-Z Crushers are available as portable or
stationary, and include a unique hydraulic system
that provides maximum power. Mounted on the
bottom deck of the unit, hydraulic cylinders pull
rather than push the crusher deck down, which puts
less stress on the machine. So, at the point of great-
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est resistance, the cylinder is at its
strongest position. This configuration
is also beneficial because the travel
height of the machine is the same as
the operating height of 13’3”, so the
entire unit is easy to transport.

Made of seamless high-grade pol-
ished steel, each cylinder can be oper-
ated independently, “giving the
operator more leverage and maneuver-
ability. Independent cylinders indicate
that two different hydraulic oil ‘cir-
cuits’ lead to a common drive pump,
which makes troubleshooting easier.
The pressure is adjustable as a safety

relief valve is built into each cylinder.
This prevents possible damage to the
cylinder. It isn’t necessary to move
cylinders when relocating the machine,
so there’s no set up time required. E-Z
Crusher is ready to work when you
arrive at a site. The R.M. Johnson
Company has fine tuned the design of
the E-Z Crusher over many years,
making the product as easy to use as
possible. It is built with more steel
than similar products available and our
strong after purchase support provides
maximum customer satisfaction,” Van
Vleet said.

Auto crushers ■Continued from Page B4

Adesa, a business unit of KAR
Auction Services, Inc. d/b/a KAR
Global, announced advanced inspec-
tion    capabilities, delivering consis-
tency and confidence throughout the
wholesale buyer and seller experi-
ence. Adesa’s new software platform
offers quality inspections – making
significant leaps in transparency, rele-
vance and accuracy.

“The most important element for
the digital transformation of our indus-
try is the condition report – the ability
to emulate that in-lane tire kicking
through a virtual format,” said Srisu
Subrahmanyam, chief operating officer
of Adesa. “So we’re investing heavily
in enhanced digital inspection tools to
support a more consistent experience
and give dealers the confidence and
peace of mind they need when purchas-
ing vehicles through digital channels.
Everyone benefits – sellers can access
information faster to make smarter

reconditioning choices, and buyers will
have high resolution images and
inspection details to make the most
informed bidding decision.”

Adesa’s new inspection platform
enables on-site vehicle inspectors with
an advanced, hand held, phone based
technology and a fine tuned software
application to capture more precise and
complete vehicle information. Inspec-
tions will include higher quality and
higher resolution photos to enhance
vehicle condition reports. With a more
intuitive design, inspectors can com-
plete each inspection more accurately
and consistently, presenting the vehicle
for sale with the most relevant and
meaningful information to potential
buyers. Adesa has rolled out its new
inspection capabilities across all U.S.
locations, and anticipates completing
onboarding of its Canada locations in
the first quarter of 2021. 

Adesa transforms vehicle
inspection capabilities 

The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) issued two actions
regarding technical adjustments to
improve testing procedures for vehicle
and engine emissions programs. These
amendments will increase compliance
flexibility, improve harmonization
with other requirements, increase clar-
ity, correct errors, and remove out-
dated and unnecessary regulatory text.

The first action is a final rulemak-
ing that will reduce testing burden and
improve accuracy of required emis-
sions testing procedures for heavy
duty vehicles and engines. The action
also amends test procedures for
exhaust emissions standards for light
duty vehicles, heavy duty vehicles,
highway motorcycles, locomotives,

marine engines, other nonroad engines
and vehicles, and stationary engines.

EPA is also issuing a supplemen-
tal notice of proposed rulemaking that
would issue corrections, clarifications,
flexibilities and adjustment factors to
improve the Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions Model (GEM) compliance tool
for heavy duty vehicles. The proposed
amendments concerning GEM
included in this notice would be
required for model year 2022 and later
vehicles and optional for model year
2021. 

EPA eases implementation of
heavy duty vehicle regulations 

For direct links to additional
information, view this article on
www.AmericanRecycler.com.

Ohio EPA director Laurie A.
Stevenson recognized Honda R&D
Americas, Inc. (HRA) with the
Agency’s platinum level environmental
stewardship award. The company
earned the top award for its emphasis
on waste reduction, community service
and outreach.

Honda R&D Americas is responsi-
ble for creating advanced technologies
and automobile and powersports prod-
ucts for Honda and Acura customers. 

Ohio EPA’s Encouraging Environ-
mental Excellence program recognizes
environmentally beneficial activities
and serves as an incentive for organiza-
tions to commit to ongoing environ-
mental stewardship. To earn the award,
a business or organization must expand
their environmental program beyond
their facilities and demonstrate how
their environmental stewardship efforts
benefit the local community, region or
larger geographic area.

Honda earns environmental award
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NEW PRODUCT SHOWCASE

Best Process Solutions
1071 Industrial Parkway 
Brunswick, OH 44212 
330-220-1440 
www.bpsvibes.com

METERING BATCH FEEDERS FROM
BPS CREATE AN EVEN FLOW 

Metering batch feeders from Best Process Solutions
are ideal for any application where materials need to be
conveyed with an even flow of distribution. 

Materials are placed in a feeder with 5 to 20 cu.yd.
capacity and are evenly distributed on the conveyor.
Variable speed control allows for a consistent flow of
material to meet the user’s requirements. 

The feeders convey ASR and nonferrous metals at a
rate of 45 tons per hour at 50 downslope. The loading
hopper features 16 cu.yd. capacity and includes a 44.5”
hexagon rotating drum that assists in leveling, anti-
bridging and metering of material in the feeder pan. 

ASV LLC
840 Lily Lane
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
800-205-9913
www.asvllc.com

BossTek
1607 W Chanute Road
Peoria, IL 61615
309-362-7039
www.bosstek.com

DUST SUPPRESSION DESIGN
DELIVERS MOBILITY, VERSATILITY

BROKK OFFERS G32 NEW GRAPPLE
FOR THE BROKK 70 MACHINE

Brokk, a manufacturer of remote-controlled demoli-
tion machines, offers the compact G32 grapple for soft
demolition, separation and sorting. The G32 is specially
designed for the Brokk 70, the company’s most compact
machine.

When paired with the Brokk 70, the G32 can provide
significant time and cost savings in tight, confined
spaces. 

The G32 grapple features a 12.8” jaw opening. One
fixed and one movable jaw means the G32 can firmly
grasp structural elements while a 360° hydraulic rotation
circuit allows for fast and accurate positioning.

ASV Holdings Inc., a manufacturer of all purpose and
all season compact track loaders and skid steers, offers
genuine OEM compact track loader tracks engineered
for leading longevity, performance and anti-derailment
capabilities. 

ASV’s tracks maximize traction and the amount of
track on the ground in dry, wet and slippery conditions
all year long through the use of an all-season bar-style
tread pattern and a specially-formulated exterior tread.
They eliminate rusting and corrosion because they con-
tain no steel cords. Durability is maximized through
seven layers of high quality material. 

Brokk Inc. 
1144 Village Way
Monroe, WA 98272
800-621-7856
www.brokkinc.com

ASV GENUINE OEM RUBBER
TRACKS PROVIDE LONGEVITY

The DustBoss Atom™ from BossTek is a true innova-
tion in mobile dust suppression, a fan-less, self-con-
tained design that incorporates remote control and 4G
LTE telematics technologies as standard equipment to
deliver an unprecedented combination of suppression
and monitoring.

The compact, diesel-powered unit fits in the back of a
pickup truck, so it can be quickly positioned and relo-
cated to address dust-generating activity directly at the
source. It also has fork lift pockets on the front and back.

The Atom features a Kohler KD440 power plant – a
9.1 hp air-cooled engine.

MCCLOSKEY UNVEILS NEW
MOBILE FEEDER STACKERS

McCloskey International has introduced new feeder
stackers to its lineup – the RF80 and the RF80R –
designed to be the largest and most productive products
in the category. 

Versatile in its use across industries, the RF80
Feeder Stacker facilitates the handling and stockpiling
of materials including, but not limited to, aggregates,
coal, C&D waste, sand and gravel, topsoil and compost.
All can be fed into the large feed hopper with large load-
ers and excavators, while variable speed prevents
material from building up, allowing for more controlled
flow of material. 

McCloskey International
1 McCloskey Road
Keene, Ontario CA K9J 0G6
705-295-4925
www.mccloskeyinternational.com

As the IMARC report indicates,
“other factors, including the increasing
utilization of recycled batteries in the
manufacturing of consumers electron-
ics and the implementation of govern-
ment regulations to minimize
environmental hazards associated with
the disposal of batteries, rubber, oils
and other materials, are expected to
drive the market in the upcoming
years.”

One growing area of focus within
the automotive recycling segment of
the industry is the handling of electric
vehicle batteries. 

According to Jeff Spangenberger,
director of ReCell Center, Argonne
National Laboratory, electric vehicles
are still very new to auto recyclers. In
fact, vehicles using lithium-ion bat-
tery technology didn’t really hit the
market until around 2012, and even
then sales were small relative to gaso-
line engine-only vehicles. The
Argonne National Laboratory is home
to ReCell, the Department of Energy’s
lithium ion battery recycling center. A
large focus of their work is on the
challenges of recycling electric vehi-
cles (EVs).  

“The average lifespan of a vehicle
is around 11 to 13 years so that makes
the average early-EVs to hit the road
reach their end of life around 2023 to
2025,” Spangenberger said. EV battery
warranties typically last 8 to 10 years
so that means the battery will not be
the cause of early retirement since the
manufacturer will fix it.  

“EVs reaching the auto recyclers
will start to ramp up over the next
decade and will continue to grow rap-
idly, quickly becoming common-
place,” Spangenberger said. 

As the EV market grows, so too do
the challenges to automotive recyclers
who have to properly and effectively
handle the recycling of the EV batter-
ies. As Spangenberger explained,
learning how to safely remove and
handle the EV batteries is a challenge
that auto recyclers face.  

“Making the economics work is
another challenge,” Spangenberger
said. “There will likely be less net
value in these vehicles because of the
cost of handling, transporting and recy-
cling the batteries in them. Auto recy-
clers are going to have to be creative to
get the most value out of an EV they
are processing.”    

The grand goal, in an effort that
includes the battery recyclers, is to
make the batteries in these end-of-life
EVs a valuable asset, actually increas-
ing the value of these vehicles at end-
of-life above the gasoline engine-only
vehicles. 

Aside from the growth and oppor-
tunities of the EV market, Richards
wants to be optimistic about the status
of all areas of the auto recycling mar-
ketplace. 

“With the distribution of the
COVID vaccine now underway, peo-
ple’s daily lives can start to go back to
normal, therefore allowing for the flow
of cars on the road to increase again,”
Richards said.  And unemployment
benefits may begin to dwindle, causing
people to seek steady work. Unfortu-
nately, there could be more regulations
on the recyclers due to the change in
the political administration. And metal
prices can fluctuate due to the tariffs
that were put in place during the previ-
ous administration.”

In addition, focus on new areas of
vehicle recycling is expected to add to
the industry’s growth. In the research
report, “Car Recycling Market - Global
Industry Analysis, Size, Share, Growth,
Trends, and Forecast, 2020 – 2030”
released by Transparency Market
Research, one area of auto recycling
that is expected to expand significantly
is plastics recycling. 

According to the report, currently
there are approximately 39 types of
plastics and polymers used in automo-
biles and the “rising environmental
standards worldwide and growing
emphasis on recycling plastics is esti-
mated to boost the recycling rate of
plastics used in interiors, bumpers and
fuel tanks.” 

In addition to the expected increase
in the amount and type of plastics being
recycled from automobiles in the
future, another expected impact on the
auto recycling is China’s recent lifting
of the scrap steel ban that was put in
place in 2018 to prevent global dump-
ing of low-grade scrap waste. 

As of January 1, 2021, China
released new standards for what is
officially known as “recycled iron-
steel raw materials” and they broaden
the range of steel scrap that can be
imported, which may open up opportu-
nities within the automotive recycling
industry.

Auto recyclers ■Continued from Page B1
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Ford Motor Company ended 2020
strongly, improving its automotive and
credit businesses in the fourth quarter
while showing and shipping must-have
new vehicles designed to delight cus-
tomers, expand profitability and sus-
tain free cash flow.

“The transformation of Ford is
happening and so is our leadership of
the electric vehicle (EV) revolution
and development of autonomous driv-
ing,” said Ford president and chief
executive officer Jim Farley. “We’re
now allocating a combined $29 billion
in capital and tremendous talent to
these two areas, and bringing cus-
tomers high-volume, connected elec-
tric SUVs, commercial vans and
pickup trucks.”

Customers in the U.S. in the fourth
quarter began taking delivery of the
all-electric Mustang Mach-E; the
Bronco Sport, ahead of the summer
return of the legendary Bronco; and
the 2021 F-150 pickup – all expected
to be significant contributors to 2021
results.

In fourth quarter 2020, the com-
pany generated $1.9 billion in adjusted
free cash flow and ended the year with
sequentially higher cash (nearly $31
billion) and total liquidity (almost $47
billion).

Ford produced quarterly company
adjusted EBIT (earnings before inter-
est and taxes) of $1.7 billion, up from
$485 million, and an adjusted EBIT
margin of 4.8 percent. (Unless other-
wise noted, all comparisons are year-
over-year.) The automotive EBIT
margin was 3.8 percent. Gains were
broad-based and largely resulted from
improved pricing and lower structural
costs, as well as the overlap with UAW
contract-ratification costs in 2019.

According to John Lawler, Ford’s
chief financial officer, the third and
fourth quarters of 2020 provided evi-
dence of progress against the plan to
turn around the company’s automotive
business and improve profitability.
Financial objectives of the plan
include:

•Maintaining a strong balance
sheet and sharp discipline in allocating
capital

•Deriving greater benefits from

the ongoing redesign of Ford’s global
business and its products and services
portfolio

•Targeting an 8 percent adjusted
EBIT margin – 10 percent in North
America and 6 percent in Europe, with
all regions profitable – and healthy
adjusted free cash flow, increasing the
company’s financial flexibility

•Investing in strategic areas like
EVs, connected services and
autonomous vehicles – the returns on
which are expected to further fortify
the balance sheet and fuel growth.

“We are profoundly changing the
trajectory of our earnings power,” said
Lawler, “unlocking the tremendous
value Ford can create for customers,
shareholders and other stakeholders.”

The company improved quarterly
operating results in every one of its
regional auto businesses along with
Ford Credit. Cumulative EBIT outside
of North America was $666 million
better than a year earlier.

North America EBIT was up 53
percent to $1.1 billion. The increase
was attributable to yield management
and the absence of UAW contract rati-
fication costs in the quarter – offset, as
expected, by lower vehicle volumes
because of manufacturing changeovers
at two plants to introduce the all-new,
2021 F-150. Under the UAW-Ford col-
lective bargaining agreement, the com-
pany’s North America pre-tax profits
will generate about $3,625 in profit-
sharing payouts per eligible UAW-rep-
resented employee on a full-year basis.
The payments will be made in March.

Ford will now invest at least $22
billion in electrification through 2025,
nearly twice what the company had
previously committed to EVs. He said
the company is “all in and will not
cede ground to anyone” in developing
and delivering connected electric vehi-
cles and services in mainstream areas
of strength for Ford: pickups, commer-
cial vans and SUVs.

“We are accelerating all our plans
– breaking constraints, increasing bat-
tery capacity, improving costs and get-
ting more electric vehicles into our
product cycle plan,” Farley said. “Peo-
ple are responding to what Ford is
doing today, not someday.”

The Mustang Mach-E, he said, is
receiving great customer and critical
reviews, and will be followed by the
first E-Transit commercial van (late
2021) and an all-electric F-150 pickup
(mid 2022). He added that EVs will be
fundamental to the Lincoln luxury
brand and the Transit commercial
lineup, the latter across a variety of
body styles and customized interiors.

Ford’s development and delivery
of connected vehicles will be enhanced
by a new, six-year partnership with
Google. The two companies are
establishing a collaborative group –
Team Upshift – to unlock personalized
consumer experiences, and create
and make the most of data-driven

opportunities.
The relationship will help Ford

accelerate its transformation in key
areas – modernizing operations, dis-
rupting how it does things, partnering
for expertise and efficiency, and creat-
ing must-have products and services –
through Google’s operating system,
apps and services.

As EVs become primary in Ford’s
lineup, he said, dedicated manufactur-
ing capacity for them will expand
around the world. To date, the com-
pany is producing electric vehicles, or
plans to produce them, in Michigan (F-
150); Missouri (E-Transit); two plants
in Canada (SUVs); and Mexico and
China (Mach-E), with others to follow.

Ford increases investment in electric vehicles to $29 billion
www.AmericanRecycler.com Automotive March 2021, Page B7
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Ron, all I need is more money!

Remember, only you can make BUSINESS GREAT!
This article was provided by autosalvageconsultant.com, which was formed in 2001 by

recyclers for recyclers, to help them improve their businesses.

by Ron Sturgeon
Autosalvageconsultant.com

Salvaging Millions

I get so many calls from folks
who insist that their only problem is
that they need more money. Read
my lips: “If your only problem is
that you need more money, then you
don’t have any problems.” This is
true in almost all the cases I have
seen. Trust me: there is plenty of
money out there. The banks need to
loan it. Investors are sitting on the
sidelines. (However, that could
change in coming months.)

I do believe that you think you
need more money. It’s a battle, day
after day: trying to buy enough cars,
pay bills, etc. 

I have seen it over and over. A
recycler gets a new loan, or a line of
credit, and then runs it up to limit,
usually buying cars or funding oper-
ating losses. Sales spike temporarily
and then level back off at previous
levels. But now there is new debt!

The main reason you think the
whole problem is money? It’s
because your profits and cash flows
have deteriorated. They have been
declining for years, but it’s subtle,
and you can’t or don’t want to recog-
nize it. 

Other underlying reasons (in
some semblance of order) are these:

1. Too many employees - It’s
the number one poison. If you aren’t
doing at least $15k per month per
employee, you have too many. Many
have a third too many! 

2. Too many brokered parts,
not enough of your own inventory.

3. Not understanding the true
cost of goods, with period correct
statements, or not projecting sales at
time of purchase. Remember, as my

good friend Jim Counts says, “We
don’t buy cars; we buy sales.” 

4. Lack of pay for performance
- Paying dismantlers by the car, driv-
ers by the stop, and parts pullers and
order fulfillment personnel by their
performance. 

5. Failure to understand how
much your current computer system
is handicapping you - It’s unfortu-
nate, but you don’t know what you
don’t know. Sounds silly, but it is so
true. You’ve upgraded your trucks
and equipment, so why don’t you
consider what’s new in computers
and software?

6. Failure to plan - Very few
folks have anything resembling a
plan which includes operational and
financial goals. 

7. Failure to get help – There
are lots of peers, associations, and
folks to help you out there. 

I always say there are four hur-
dles to success. Who will get
through them first – you or your
competition? First, you have to real-
ize that things are tougher. Everyone
is getting that one. Second, you have
to figure out what is wrong. Third,
decide on a plan to improve. Fourth,
execute the plan. Sadly, many folks
don’t get past the first hurdle. In
spite of this, those who are paying
attention are doing very well; don’t
let anyone tell you that it’s bad
everywhere or that it’s okay to do
poorly since “everyone” is. In every
region of the U.S. there are folks
doing well. Trust me, while you are
wringing your hands, some of your
competitors are doing well. 
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Fairbanks 70’ Truck Scale. Load cells and 
digital readout are in good shape. 

1987 Komatsu Wheel Loader.
Quick connect with bucket and forks.

2005 John Deere 330LC.
Equipped with a 2011 Genesis 440R shear.

Case 721 Wheel Loader.
Includes a bucket and two sets of forks!

2001 American Pulverizer 60x85 Hammermill.
2,500 HP motor. New rotor! Dismantled.

Sweco 48" Dual Deck Screener.
Stainless steel decks and screens.

Complete Wendt Non-Ferrous Sort System.
Everything is in great condition,

already dismantled.

2014 American Pulverizer 48 x 50 Ring Mill 
Shredder. 500HP. New rotor recently 

installed! Infeed and outfeed conveyors.
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Complete Hammel Shredding System!

2008 Volvo EC360C w/LaBounty HDR70 
Scrap Grapple. Bottom end recently rebuilt! 

Good, running condition.

SYSTEM INCLUDES:

2012 Hammel VB 950 DK 
Mobile Primary Shredder

2012 Hammel MMS 150 DK 
Mobile Metal Screen

2011 Steinert MWA 1000E 
Mobile Eddy Current 
Separator

Three (3) Picking Station 
Houses and Sorting Belts

om

ts

Register
Today!

FEATURED BUY NOW LISTINGS


