
The number of fires at waste and
recycling facilities in 2020 continued to
be an issue as industry players grappled
with an influx of recycled materials due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as
potentially hazardous materials, includ-
ing combustible lithium-ion batteries. 

According to Fire Rover, a fire pre-
vention company in West Bloomfield,
Michigan, in September 2020 there
were 28 waste and recycling facility
fire incidents. Scrap metal fires made
up 57 percent of those incidents – and
when adding electronic scrap, the
amount increases to 65 percent. From
March 2020 to March 2021, the waste
and recycling industry has experienced
302 reported facility fires in the U.S.
and Canada. Considering the amount of
combustibles involved and the spark-
producing equipment being used,
today’s recyclers must be serious about
fire safety and provide safety training
so that their employees can identify
hazards and prevent catastrophic out-
comes that can result from facility fires. 

“Recycling plants are generally
extremely dirty environments and
therefore the movement of recyclables
by heavy machinery in and of itself
poses a risk,” said Andrew Guarino,
chief executive officer and business
strategist at AG Consulting. “Heavy
machinery can overheat and catch fire.
The larger machines may have some
form of chemical extinguishment fea-
tures but most do not.” Guarino
founded, built, and operated a fire
alarm and fire protection business by
developing a comprehensive long term
strategy and coalescing a diverse group
of talented people into a powerful team
that generated unprecedented profitabil-
ity. 

Guarino said there is greater aware-
ness as to the complexities of recy-
clables movement, storage and
processing. While the logistics have
evolved significantly, fire safety tech-
nology has advanced little except for
the design of building materials that are
fire retardant used to build the facilities. 

“This evolution has been a neces-
sity. Downtime due to fire and extin-
guishing a fire has challenged both the
fire departments and the staff manning
the facilities,” Guarino said. “The inci-
dents are so frequent as to cause great
disruption and therefore loss.”

According to the Environmental
Education and Research Foundation,
while data exists on the frequency of
fires at recycling facilities, scrap yards,

as well as involving collection vehicles,
there is less data about what is causing
the fires. However, industry experts
suggested that the increased use of
lithium-ion batteries has been contribut-
ing to fires recently. 

For instance, in April 2021, the city
of Tulsa, Oklahoma announced that it
would redirect its residential recycling
stream to a waste energy plant, due to a
fire at a local MRF as a result of
improperly discarded lithium-ion bat-
teries. The fire took place at the Tulsa
Recycle Transfer Facility, which had to
suspend operations to complete repairs. 

In January 2021, an ion lithium
battery also ignited at the ecomaine
Recycling Center in Portland, Maine.
The fire was quickly contained, though
smoke persisted in the plant for a num-
ber of hours as crews separated flam-
mable cardboard and paper from the
affected area.

And the California Product Stew-
ardship Council recently examined the
various fires at California waste facili-
ties and determined that over 50 percent
of fires in these facilities were linked to
batteries. 

Of course, not all recent fires
within recycling facilities are caused by
batteries. In late April 2021, Northern
Metal Recycling in Minneapolis experi-
enced a fire that is believed to have
been the result of spontaneous combus-
tion that was potentially sparked by
metal scraped against metal, while sur-
rounded by combustible materials such
as foam and insulation.

According to Chad Connor, owner
of Affordable Fire and Safety, a fire
service and inspection company in
Phoenix, Arizona, the biggest issue
with fire prevention and recycling is the
number of different materials being
handled, many of which have different

reactions and require different methods
to put out a fire. 

“For instance, a fire caused by
recycled cardboard is going to require a
different approach than a battery fire,”
Connor said. “The fire is not the main
safety issue but what recycled materials
are causing the fire and how do you put
that type of fire out.”

Other big issues facing recycling
companies as they relate to fire preven-
tion include an exposure to harmful and
combustible chemical substances,
equipment, vehicles and improperly
secured material bales, dust and air-
borne contaminants, and of course,
improperly trained employees.

Connor recommended recycling
facility owners and operators install a
fire hose on-site and training your team
to use one in order to combat recycling
plant fires. 

“Fire extinguishers are still the
tried and true method for combating
many fires though. I would recommend
you know which fire extinguishers you
should have on-site,” Connor said.

by MAURA KELLER
mkeller@americanrecycler.com
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Challenges of fire prevention
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A paper recycling plant in New Brunswick burned quickly on May 17, 2021.

What fire prevention practices are
being used by recycling facilities
these days?  

•Make fire prevention equipment 
accessible

•Dispose of flammable substances 
properly

•Use fire/smoke detectors
•Practice regular maintenance
•Safely store items
•Keep a clean environment
•Take precautionary measures
•Have proper building security
•Have designated smoking areas



View our
USED & NEW

INVENTORY
ON OUR SITE!

Huron, South Dakota

800-548-6469
605-352-6469

www.OverBuilt.com
sales@overbuilt.com

Largest Opening on the Market
Advanced Oil Recovery System with Sludge Traps and Large 
Clean-outs
State-of-the-Art Automation System
400-gallon Fuel Cell and Optional Lockable Auxiliary Fuel Pump
Optional High-speed Oil Bypass System
22' & 24' Crusher Chambers Also Available
Twin Lid Safety Lock System Engaged from the Ground
Ground-accessible gang grease stations.

THE ONLY TRUE HIGH-SPEED SYSTEM AVAILABLE

10’ High

20’ 3” Long

HIGH-SPEED CAR CRUSHER

20’ Charge Box
Heavy-Duty Knuckle Boom
Superior Lift and Reach

HEAT & A/C UNITHEAT & A/C UNIT

3/8 AR400 REPLACEABLE WEAR PLATES3/8 AR400 REPLACEABLE WEAR PLATES OVERHEAD CONTROLSOVERHEAD CONTROLS

HIGH-SPEED BALER/LOGGER

We purchased our OverBuilt Car Crusher new in early 
2012. This is the best crusher we have ever owned. 
The Sales and Service Staff have been great to follow 
up making sure we have all our filter and  maintenance 
items needed to keep our machine running smoothly 
and efficiently.

We have been using our new overbuilt baler for a little over 2 years now and continue to be impressed. 
It has been dependable and much more efficient than our balers in the past. This has been a durable 
machine with little down time other than routine maintenance. We recently replaced the grapple with 
their new and improved version and couldn’t be more pleased. The overbuilt design is simply easy to 
operate and makes a quality bale that is easy to load. Thank you for making a quality and dependable 
baler that we can count on and enjoy operating.

We purchased our OverBuilt new overbuilt baler for a little over 2 years now and continue to be impressed. 

“WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS SAY”

—Kevin Stroebel
Manager, Pacific Steel & Recycling

Rock Springs, WY

—Doug Butler
Owner, Butler Salvage

Torrington, WY

       j y p

#1 SELLING
CRUSHER!

Operates 5 OverBuilt Balers
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Has 7,662 hours, good undercarriage, 
new 2 tine/tilting/rotating/engine + 
wire harness pulling grapple with 
special new open/ close + up/down 
hold down clamp for $172,000 FOB 
Baltimore. 

www.EquipInt.com 303-699-7766
The Right Equipment at Competitive Prices

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

e, 

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Has 7,662 hours, good undercarriagee,

2011 KOMATSU PC210LC-8
CRAWLER AUTO DISMANTLER

SHREDDING
EXCELLENCE

for over 40 years!

YOUR THREE
BEST OPTIONS

FOR SIZE REDUCTION

877-582-7800 

Contact us today for a quotation and project overview!

www.granutech.com

No matter what material size reduction requirements you have, 
we have the heavy-duty equipment and heavy-hitting engineers 
to address your needs. For more than four decades, we’ve been 
the durable, versatile shreddder ‘Brand of Choice’ for demanding 
applications all over the planet.

FOUR

TWO

ONE

RUBBER, PLASTIC, E-SCRAP... AND MORE!

Leaders of the Michigan Department
of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE) joined with the Michigan
Chamber of Commerce, bipartisan law-
makers and Meijer to announce NextCy-
cle Michigan, hailed as the largest
collaborative effort in state history to
spark the state’s “recycling and recov-
ery” economy.

As part of the NextCycle Michigan
initiative, EGLE announced that already
in 2020 and 2021, $97 million is being
committed to recycling projects through
partners that in addition to Meijer
include: Henry Ford Health System, GFL
Environmental, Carton Council of North
America, Goodwill Industries, Keurig Dr
Pepper, Foodservice Packaging Institute,
U.S. Business Council for Sustainable
Development, Emterra Environmental,
Washtenaw County, Great Lakes Tissue
and more than 30 Michigan companies,
organizations and nonprofits.

“The NextCycle Michigan Initiative
and Renew Michigan grants marks the
largest push in state history to promote
recycling activities that divert materials
from Michigan landfills, boost local
economies, and support Gov. Whitmer’s
climate change priorities through reduc-
tions in greenhouse gas emissions,”
EGLE director Liesl Clark said during a
virtual press conference.

Emterra, for example, is opening a
new $9 million recycling sorting facility
built through a collaboration with the
cities of Lansing and East Lansing. The
facility will use state-of-the-art robotics
to process recyclables from more than
676,000 households across 12 counties in
and around the capital area, increasing
access to recycling throughout the region
and creating new jobs in Lansing. The
materials from the Emterra facility will
then go to businesses like Great Lakes
Tissue, in Cheboygan, Michigan, which
turns old cartons into toilet paper sold in
grocery stores across the state, including
Meijer.

In addition, to highlight NextCycle
Michigan’s launch, EGLE announced a
record setting combined total of more
than $4.9 million in Renew Michigan
grants to recipients in 45 communities
statewide that will support the initiative.

“The funding is part of EGLE’s
strategy to support recycling infrastruc-
ture, improve the quality of recyclable
materials, and promote market develop-
ment using the Renew Michigan Fund,
which was created in 2019 to bolster the
state’s recycling efforts,” Clark said.

Michigan is among the first states in
the U.S. to introduce this bold partner-
ship that leverages state dollars with pri-
vate investment to fund shovel-ready
projects, state-of-the-art technology
installation and innovation grants,
Browne noted.

“Our aim is to spark the state’s
“recycling and recovery” economy,” she
said. “At EGLE, we know that recycling
is one of the most important things you
can do every day to make a positive dif-
ference for our environment and climate.
But what many Michiganders often don’t
realize is that recycling has become an
essential tool in supporting our state’s
local economies, businesses big and
small and major employers in the manu-
facturing sector.”

By turning waste materials into new
products made in Michigan, EGLE and
its partners plan to achieve the state’s
goals of saving resources, protecting the
climate and contributing to the prosperity
of Michigan based companies.

Meijer routinely provides recycling
solutions to its customers by offering
plastic film recycling and drug-takeback
programs, according to Vik Srinivasan,
senior vice president for real estate and
properties at Meijer. Every year, for
example, Meijer keeps more than
100,000 tons of material from the landfill
through recycling. Meijer also has food
waste reduction programs in its stores

Largest collaborative effort
in Michigan’s history sparks
‘recycling and recovery’

See MICHIGAN, Page 14



“Depending on what type of fire you
are dealing with you may need a dry
chemical fire extinguisher or a carbon
dioxide one. Consult with a fire expert
on what types of extinguishers you
need.”

Newest Innovations
One of the key mistakes Guarino

has seen recycling and waste manage-
ment companies make as it relates to
fire prevention within their facilities
includes using fire protection engi-
neers who design the fire
detection/protection technologies
without accounting for the caustic and
ever active environments. 

“Therefore, companies must find
experienced engineers that design
according to plant operations and the
associated challenges,” Guarino said.

“There are two aspects of fire preven-
tion; the design and building of these
facilities and then retrofitting existing
facilities. In the first case, it is a mat-
ter of designing the systems in an inte-
grated fashion and accounting for
ambient conditions such as severe
humidity and high heat.”

The environments within recy-
cling facilities are vastly different
according to the materials being han-
dled, the equipment being used, as
well as the design of the building or
location itself. For instance, for fire
detection, devices deployed must be
weatherproof and in some cases,
enclosed. These devices must also be
fully adjustable for a range of these
ambient conditions. 

“Smoke detection today utilizes
technology that can compensate for
these conditions and detect the differ-
ence between dust particulate as
opposed to smoke particulate,” Guar-
ino said. “In the case of fire protec-

tion, the systems must be robust
enough and compartmentalized
enough to extinguish the flame as
quickly as possible.”

There is technology deployed in
Europe and many parts of the world
that uses oxygen management as a
way to prevent a fire event. However,
this technology has not yet been
approved in the U.S. due to OSHA
standards. 

It is also advised that recycling
companies explore and potentially
invest in the newest fire prevention
technologies as they become avail-
able. Connor noted that there are a lot
of new technologies in the industry,
such as trash compactors that have
integrated fire safety technology.
Trash compactors will automatically
put out a fire with the right agent and
the right amount of that agent.

Precautions Are Key
To head off the inherent fire risk

facing companies across the recycling
industry, there are some key safety
practices that need to be established.
Most importantly, a recycling facility
should conduct a fire risk assessment
and then determine proper protection
strategies based upon the risk assess-
ment.

Once the initial risk assessment is
completed, that risk assessment
should be valid unless changes are
made at the facility or within the com-
munity. 

Following that initial step, com-
panies need to ensure there is an
updated fire suppression system for
the company. 

Another key step that companies
should take to mitigate their fire risk
is to determine the applicable local
fire code requirements. Once that is
done, the recycling facility can utilize
the approach contained in the newer
editions of the national fire codes. 

Partnering with local fire officials
is always a positive tool to have. Try
to have quarterly and yearly walk-
throughs with local officials. In real-
ity, many fire officials will want to see
that, at least annually, a recycling
company’s fire prevention program is
being evaluated for its effectiveness.
If the facility experiences an
unwanted fire, it would be appropriate
to review the program at that time, as
well to determine what lessons were
learned and determine if any changes
need to be made.
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TEREX RT160 60-Ton RT Crane • DAEWOO 420 Track Excavator 
w/Labounty 3000 Shear • DEERE 892 Material Handler • 2006 
STEINERT Stainless Steel Sorter • MI-JACK 50-Ton Stacker 
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Loader • 800-Gallon Oxygen, Refrigerated Liquid Storage Tank
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Prevention
■Continued from Page 1

The U.S. recycling industry con-
tributes $116 billion in economic output
to the national economy, according to
preliminary data by the Institute of Scrap
Recycling Industries (ISRI) during its
annual convention and exposition.

“As the industry is gathered virtu-
ally for our ISRI2021 annual convention
this year, we are proud to celebrate how
recycling plays an essential role in not
only our environment, but also in the
U.S. and global economies,” said ISRI
president Robin Wiener. “As the world
recovers from a global pandemic, the
resilience of the recycling industry once

again shines through with a total eco-
nomic output that is up 6.4 percent com-
pared with pre-pandemic levels.”

Additional preliminary information
from a new study conducted by John
Dunham and Associates and released by
ISRI finds that the U.S. recycling indus-
try is directly responsible for more than
159,000 jobs. In addition, 346,499 jobs
are indirectly supported by the industry
through suppliers and services. This
totals to more than 506,000 well-paying
jobs.

In addition to the industry’s
economic impact, recycling benefits the

environment in a number of ways 
including:

•Conservation of limited natural
resources and reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions by significantly saving the
amount of energy needed to manufacture
the products that we buy, build, and use
every day.

•Reduction in the need to mine for
new ore, cut down more trees and other-
wise deplete our natural resources.

•Reduction in the amount of mate-
rial sent to landfills, thereby preserving
the land for better uses.

Recycling contributes billions to economy



The New York City Department of San-
itation, the world’s largest municipal sanita-
tion department, unveiled an all-electric
street sweeper to lower carbon emissions
and pollution as it protects the city’s streets.
Produced by Global Environmental Products
and US Hybrid, supported by the New York
State Energy Research and Development
Authority (NYSERDA) with technical assis-
tance from CALSTART, the demonstration
of this new equipment will be tested in an
effort to fundamentally improve the way the
streets are cleaned on New York’s 19,000
lane-miles of roadway.

Currently, DSNY has approximately
450 traditional street sweepers in use across
the 5 boroughs, including 27 hybrid-electric
units. This new all-electric broom will be
based out of the BKN4 garage in Brooklyn’s
Bushwick neighborhood. A diesel-powered street
sweeper travels 7,000 miles per year and is on the road
301 workdays per year. It is estimated that the all-elec-
tric street sweeper will save 89 metric tons of carbon
emissions, or the equivalent of taking 19 cars off the
road for one year, over the lifetime of the vehicle.

“It doesn’t make sense to clean the streets while
polluting the air,” said Edward Grayson, commissioner

of the New York City Department of Sanitation. “New
York City has an ambitious goal of reducing GHG
emissions by 80 percent by the year 2035, and green-
ing our fleet will be a key part of getting there. I want
to congratulate both our support services team under
deputy commissioner Rocco DiRico and our bureau of
cleaning and collection under director Garrett O’Reilly
on this great new development in street cleaning.”

The new street sweeper features one
120kW traction motor and NMC lithium-ion
batteries (Lithium Nickel Manganese Cobalt
Oxide) that are charged via an AC 20kW,
SAE J1772-compliant charging system. It
was produced in partnership between Global
Environmental Products, who made the
broom itself, and US Hybrid, who produced
the electric vehicle components and also
manufactured the 27 hybrid-electric brooms
that are already a part of DSNY’s fleet. The
City of Tokyo, Japan currently also has one
electric street sweeper, but it is a signifi-
cantly smaller three-wheeled vehicle, mak-
ing this the first of its kind in the world.

This street sweeper project shows that
clean vehicles are expanding into more cor-
ners of the transportation system.
NYSERDA’s support of this project helps

reduce carbon emissions in communities to meet New
York State’s nation leading climate and clean energy
goals under the Climate Leadership and Community
Protection Act. CALSTART is providing technical
support and collecting and analyzing data from the
vehicle to ensure this project’s benefits can be meas-
ured and its successes can be replicated broadly. 
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NYC puts all-electric street sweeper into action
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The Institute of Scrap Recycling
Industries (ISRI) shared the winners of
the global 2021 Youth Recycling
Awareness Award designed to better
educate youth on the value of recycling.
Fifth grader Irene Park, from Fairburn
Avenue Elementary School in Los
Angeles, California is the 2021 poster
grand prize winner. Sophomores Nadia
Islam, Ada Johnsen-DeWeese, and
Rosemarie Alubankudi, from Life Sci-
ences Secondary School in New York,
New York are the 2021 video grand
prize winners.

The theme of this year’s contest
was “Recycling is Essential to My Com-
munity.” In the midst of the COVID 19
crisis, recycling has fallen off many of
our radars. Communities that once
banned single use plastics and bags are
offering these again to reduce the han-
dling of personal cloth bags. Dining and
take out is at an all time high and carry
out containers are on the rise. People are
ordering goods and products online like
never before in lieu of in person shop-
ping, increasing the need and use of
cardboard boxes and packaging.

Students were tasked with creating
a public service announcement in the
form of a video or poster that explains to
other members in their community or
neighborhood why recycling is essen-
tial, why they should care, and how they
can help.

“The ISRI contest winners serve as
inspirational STEM leaders for Jason

Learning and for students across the
country,” said president and chief exec-
utive officer of Jason Learning Eleanor
Smalley. “They created innovative,
well-designed work that perfectly exem-
plified the contest’s mission: why recy-
cling is essential to our community. The
Green Team Video Crew, from New
York City, captured our imaginations as
they showed why recycling is essential.
And Irene Park, from Los Angeles,
demonstrated why zero waste makes a
better place in her poster. Jason is
extremely excited and proud to see these
young women interested in exploring
STEM and recycling.” 

Park’s poster, titled, “Zero Waste,
Better Place,” demonstrates how more
classroom recyclables can be processed
properly, ensuring the valuable com-
modities do not end up in landfills.

The winning video, titled, “Recy-
cling is Essential to My Community,”
demonstrates how recycling is essential
to local communities from the perspec-
tive of a cardboard box that was mistak-
enly placed in the trash. The video goes
on to explain the importance of proper
education so that communities recog-
nize valuable recyclables.

Judges evaluated entries on the
interpretation and clarity of the theme to
the viewer, the persuasiveness of the
message, creativity and originality, the
quality of the entry, and the overall
impression of the entry.

Youth Recycling Awareness
Award winners demonstrate
recycling’s essential role



DAVE VAN VLEET, SALES MANAGER
30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

MIKKI MOORE, ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLES
20+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JIM ADAMS, SALES WESTERN STATES
20+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

SHAWN KALKBRENNER, QUALITY CONTROL
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

BRIAN PAULS, SHOP FOREMAN
15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JERRY SCHMIDT, SHIPPING & RECEIVING
15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

RICK KIELTY, COATING SPECIALIST
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JEREMY DHANKE, CNC OPERATOR
15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

DON DONABAUER, SERVICE MANAGER
25+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ALAN THIELEN, R & D
30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

LARRY DONNAY, SALES EASTERN STATES
30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

KELLY DANELKE, PLANT MANAGER
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

DENNIS HUHN, SERVICE SPECIALIST
25+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

PETER VOSSEN, SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER
30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

TOM HARREN, TRANSPORTATION MANAGER
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

R.M.JOHNSON COMPANY WELDING STAFF WITH AN AVERAGE EMPLOYEE RETENTION
OF 20 YEARS! WE PLAN TO BE HERE FOR ALL OF YOUR RECYCLING EQUIPMENT NEEDS.

JEFF STUCKELBERG, ROBOTICS WELDER
15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

JAMIE MILLER, CEO/CONTROLLER
30+ YEARS EXPIERENCE

Kristy Harren, Elaine Johnson, and Kelly Donabauer

Still Original family-owned and continuing strong
with second generation owners after 44 years!

R.M.Johnson Co. will be 
here for you and your 

equipment needs 
for years to come!

R.M. JOHNSON COMPANY
890 Norway Drive
Annandale, MN 55302
www.EZCrusher.com

800-328-3613
320-274-3594

Fax 320-274-3859
davev@ezcrusher.com



        See  all equipment at www.DADEAuctions.com!

Financing available at DADECapital.com

      

240/480V three phase, 500 amps.
DETROIT DIESEL 425KW GENERATOR

    
   

     
   

Good condition. Includes harness and shackles.
48" ALUMINUM WOUND OHIO MAGNET

Brand new, never used!
ELETELE 5000 HP LIQUID RHEOSTAT

2004 with a CAT engine.
COLMAR P5.260 LOGGER BALER

     
   

3500HP with ferrous line!
UNIVERSAL 74 X 104 HAMMERMILL SHREDDER

       
     

    
   

2015. Recently re-lined.
ALUMINUM KING AK850 SMELTER

Recently rebuilt! Includes a 100HP motor.
CUMBERLAND MODEL 30 GRANULATOR

2011 with 960HP motor. Ready to ship!
BONFIGLIOLI DRAKE 2000 M-16 SHREDDER

Fixed high cab with gen-set.
CATERPILLAR 345C MATERIAL HANDLER

   
    

Includes 650HP motor!
WILLIAMS MODEL 60 X 52 METAL SHREDDER

Well maintained, good operating condition. 
1981 HARRIS 500 TON SHEAR

      
    

       
    

      
     

      
    

Disassembled and ready to ship.
SSI 6000HD CLOSED LOOP SHREDDER

2000HP complete ferrous shredding operation!
2012 HARRIS 60 X 90 HAMMERMILL SHREDDER

60 Htz 3 phase 240/480 Volts John Deere Motor.
LEROY SOMER PORTABLE 250KW GENERATOR

     
    

    
    

    
     

Never used! 50HP
SCHUTTE BUFFALO WA SERIES HAMMERMILL



Sell YOUR equipment with us, call today:  844-333-3030  all equipment at www.DADEAuctions.com!

   
844-333-3030

www.DADEAuctions.com

ASSET MANAGEMENT FOR SALVAGE, RECYCLING & WASTE

    
   

3 phase. 24 inch blade.
MCINTYRE 610 ALLIGATOR SHEAR

Good condition. Upgrade your shred today!
2006 WENDT FINDER 2400

     
    

   
    

    
   

96 inch diameter. 50 feet long.
2005 DIDION ROTARY DRYER

   
     

This shredding system is in very good condition.
AMERICAN PULVERIZER 4800 RING MILL SHREDDER

Dismantled and ready to ship!
2015 WENDT TOMRA X-TRACT

  
   

     
   

      
    

    
   

Completely rebuilt in 2019!
2003 SIERRA 500 TON SHEAR

  
      

     
    

Solid tires. Quick Disconnect. Heat and air!
2011 LIEBHERR L580 WHEEL LOADER

Comes with Pre-Chopper, 30HP. Upgrade your copper today!
GUIDETTI SINCRO 530 CABLE GRANULATOR

The easiest way to prep your cars!
NEW IRONAX ENVIRORACK FLUID DRAIN SYSTEM

Two 3,500HP motors. Tons of wear parts!
2002 METSO TEXAS 80 X104 HAMMERMILL

    
    

    
      

        
    

No leaks! Rotator in good condition.
2005 LABOUNTY MSD 2500R SHEAR

New engine 6 months ago!
2005 AL-JON 580CL AUTO LOGGER

Model 893. 800 HP motor.
JEFFREY 60 X 90 HAMMERMILL SHREDDER
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DISCLAIMER: American Recycler (AR) collects pricing and other information from experienced buyers, sellers and facilitators of scrap metal transactions
throughout the industry. All figures are believed to be reliable and represent approximate pricing based on information obtained by AR (if applicable) prior to
publication. Factors such as grades, quality, volumes and other considerations will invariably affect actual transaction prices. Figures shown may not be con-
sistent with pricing for commodities associated with a futures market. While the objective is to provide credible information, there is always a chance for
human error or unforeseen circumstances leading to error or omission. As such, AR is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of the information
provided, or for outcomes arising from use of this information. American Recycler disclaims any liability to any person or entity for loss or damage resulting
from errors or omissions, including those resulting from negligence of AR, its employees, agents or other representatives.

Commodity Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 Zone 5
#1 Bushelings per gross ton $335.00 349.00 343.00 432.00 561.00
#1 Bundles per gross ton 329.00 343.00 331.00 425.00 550.00
Plate and Structural per gross ton 310.00 329.00 359.00 405.00 430.00
#1 & 2 Mixed Steel per gross ton 232.00 301.00 332.00 399.00 405.00
Shredder Bundles (t in) per gross ton 160.00 181.00 223.00 290.00 295.00
Crushed Auto Bodies per gross ton 160.00 181.00 223.00 290.00 295.00
Steel Turnings per gross ton 105.00 104.00 113.00 160.00 201.00
#1 Copper per pound 3.59 3.58 3.79 4.10 4.22
#2 Copper per pound 3.30 3.34 3.59 3.83 3.81
Aluminum Cans per pound .66 .65 .65 .75 .64
Auto Radiators per pound 1.61 1.49 2.10 2.04 2.24
Aluminum Core Radiators per pound .57 .58 .68 .64 .69
Heater Cores per pound 1.32 1.40 1.48 1.26 1.89
Stainless Steel per pound .67 .66 .65 .70 .71
All prices are expressed in USD. Printed as a reader service only.

GIVE US A CALL SO WE CAN HELP YOU 
INCREASE YOUR BOTTOM LINE.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A WAY TO INCREASE YOUR 
PROFITS FROM YOUR IRONY ALUMINUM SCRAP?

518-424-1168
Recycling Services International, LLC

facebook.com/RecyclingFurnaces

We o!er sweat furnaces in 
many sizes to suit your needs.
No matter what size you  purchase, 
the payo� average is 6 months with 
operation costs as low as 4 cents per 
pound of aluminum processed.

With our furnace processes, you can 
create three products:

Aluminum ingot to go straight to the mills
Clean HMS 1 or HMS 2 steel to go direct to 
the steel mills
Furnace hearth dross to the rotary 
furnaces for further processing

Capture Economical Compliance with

CAR-Go-Net ®

800-328-8456 industrialnetting.com800 328 8456 in

ADVERTISE IN AMERICAN RECYCLER
87 7-7 7 7-0043

www.AmericanRecycler.com

CLER

Based on preliminary Census Bureau
data, the American Iron and Steel Institute
(AISI) reported that the U.S. imported a
total of 2,292,000 net tons (NT) of steel in
March 2021, including 1,774,000 NT of
finished steel (up 20.7 percent and 23.6
percent, respectively, vs. February final
data). Through the first three months of
2021, total and finished steel imports are
6,613,000 and 4,447,000 NT, up 3.1 per-
cent and down 1.4 percent, respectively,
vs. the same period in 2020. Annualized
total and finished steel imports in 2021
would be 26.5 and 17.8 million NT, up
20.1 percent and 10.2 percent, respec-
tively, vs. 2020. Finished steel import
market share was an estimated 19 percent
in March and is estimated at 18 percent
over the first three months of 2021.

Key finished steel products with a
significant increase in imports in March
compared to February are sheets and strip
all other metallic coatings (up 171 per-
cent), reinforcing bars (up 66 percent), hot

rolled bars (up 58 percent), oil country
goods (up 45 percent), sheets and strip hot
dipped galvanized (up 43 percent), cut
lengths plates (up 33 percent), mechanical
tubing (up 27 percent), wire drawn (up 27
percent), standard pipe (up 25 percent), tin
plate (up 19 percent) and wire rods (up 19
percent).

In March, the largest volumes of fin-
ished steel imports from offshore were
from South Korea (239,000 NT, up 4 per-
cent from February final), Taiwan (88,000
NT, up 162 percent), Japan (85,000 NT,
down 3 percent), Germany (82,000 NT,
up 27 percent) and Turkey (43,000 NT,
down 45 percent). For the first three
months of 2021, the largest offshore sup-
pliers were South Korea (601,000 NT, up
10 percent vs. the same period in 2020),
Japan (219,000 NT, up 8 percent), Turkey
(201,000 NT, up 29 percent), Germany
(170,000 NT, up 1 percent) and Taiwan
(149,000 NT, up 9 percent).

Steel imports up over three
percent through March 2021

METALS

U.S. IMPORTS OF FINISHED STEEL MILL PRODUCTS 
BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN (Thousands of Net Tons)

MAR
2021*

FEB
2020

2021
(annualized)

2020
(12 months)

% Change 2021
Annual vs. 2020

SOUTH KOREA
JAPAN
TURKEY
GERMANY
TAIWAN
BRAZIL
CHINA
NETHERLANDS
All Others
TOTAL

239
85
43
82
88
13
27
39

1,159
1,774

231
87
77
65
33
33
33
36

840
1,435

2,015
767
562
725
573
504
376
463

10,154
16,139

2,404
874
803
682
596
350
344
313

11,422
17,790

19.3%
14.0%
42.9%
-6.0%
4.1%

-30.5%
-8.6%

-32.3%
12.5%
10.2%

*Preliminary



All shears feature 360°
continuous rotation.
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All shears feature 360°
continuous rotation.

THE ENVIRO-RACKTHE ENVIRO-RACKTHE ENVIRO-RACKTHE ENVIRO-RACK

The Enviro-Rack is 
the most superior 
auto !uid removal 
and dismantling 
system on the 
market today!

Iron Ax is the ONLY shear 
manufacturer in the entire industry 

that o#ers a complete package 
consisting of a shear and an 

excavator.

Complete �uid removal in less than 5 minutes!
ALL ENVIRO-RACKS ARE 
MADE IN AMERICA
 WITH AMERICAN STEEL

FOR AMERICAN-SIZED CARS.

IRON PACK BALERIRON PACK BALERIIRIROIRONIRON IRON PIRON PAIRON PACIRON PACKIRON PACK IRON PACK BIRON PACK BAIRON PACK BALIRON PACK BALEIRON PACK BALERIRON PACK BALERIIRON PACK BALERIRIRON PACK BALERIROIRON PACK BALERIRONIRON PACK BALERIRON IRON PACK BALERIRON PIRON PACK BALERIRON PAIRON PACK BALERIRON PACIRON PACK BALERIRON PACKIRON PACK BALERIRON PACK IRON PACK BALERIRON PACK BIRON PACK BALERIRON PACK BAIRON PACK BALERIRON PACK BALIRON PACK BALERIRON PACK BALEIRON PACK BALERIRON PACK BALER Bale a car in
     ONE minute!

Call for more
details and 
additional 

pictures.Remote Control • Automatic CycleR t C t l A t tic Cycle

IRON AX SHEAR PACKAGES

RECYCLINGRRERECRECYRECYCRECYCLRECYCLIRECYCLINRECYCLING
E Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  I N CE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  I N CEE QE Q UE Q U IE Q U I PE Q U I P ME Q U I P M EE Q U I P M E NE Q U I P M E N TE Q U I P M E N T  E Q U I P M E N T  SE Q U I P M E N T  S AE Q U I P M E N T  S A LE Q U I P M E N T  S A L EE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E SE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,E Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  E Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  IE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  I NE Q U I P M E N T  S A L E S ,  I N C

Toll-free 877-247-6629
Fax 478-252-9030

www.ironax.com  |  ironax@ironax.com

View the Iron Ax YouTube Channel
to see the Iron Pack Baler

In Action Today!

Iron Ax is an OEM that produces high quality mobile shears, balers, Enviro Racks, 
material handlers, booms, lowboy trailers, hydraulic cylinders, �uid couplings & grapples. 
We also carry Walker Magnets, Square D Controllers, Ohio Magnetics Controllers & Baldor Generators.
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Remember, only you can make BUSINESS GREAT!
This article was provided by autosalvageconsultant.com, which was formed in 2001 by

recyclers for recyclers, to help them improve their businesses.

by Ron Sturgeon
Autosalvageconsultant.com

Salvaging Millions

Before I start, let me say this. A
resume isn’t the operative tool for
being noticed. Imagine how many
resumes the employer is seeing. What
really gets you in the door is the
cover letter. Research the company
where you are applying. Show pas-
sion for the job. Discuss your qualifi-
cations in the framework of what you
learned about the company. Have
someone else check your grammar
and spelling because your cover letter
and resume speak volumes about
how professional you are and your
attention to detail. If you can estab-
lish your credibility in the cover let-
ter, close by mentioning some
thoughts on what you can do to
improve something about the com-
pany’s products, etc. 

A while back I had to write my
resume highlighting my skills and
business accomplishments. Because
this was the first time I wrote my
resume, I researched types of
resumes online. I found three com-
mon types: chronological, functional
and hybrid.

Chronological resumes are
almost always written in reverse
chronological order with most recent
employment at the top, listing strong
achievements in recent positions. 

Functional resumes typically use
functional headings to highlight areas
of expertise or specific skills. Func-
tional resumes mostly benefit some-
one making a career change or a job
seeker who has gaps in employment,
such as time off raising children.
Functional resumes highlights areas
of expertise and skills as opposed to
highlighting positions held. 

Hybrid resumes are the best of
both worlds – this is the most com-
mon resume you will see in the mar-
ketplace. Typically, with the
combination resume you would begin

with skills and accomplishments,
then follow with job titles listed in
reverse chronological order. Hybrid
resumes are best for job seekers who
have performed a range of job func-
tions. Regardless of the type you
choose, remember that those seeking
quality employees want to know one
thing: what can you do for the com-
pany.

In December, I placed an ad to
hire an administrative assistant. We
received more than 300 resumes. For
me, the combination resumes were
the most straight forward, allowing
me to quickly decide whether to dis-
card the resume or interview the per-
son. Remember that resumes are
about looking good, but job seekers
must be truthful.

A recent article I read stated that
about one third of all job seekers pro-
vide false or exaggerated information
on their resumes and that men are
more prone than women to do so. I
interviewed a promising applicant to
replace my assistant. The first inter-
view went well, but there were some
things about her past employment
that did not ring true to me. I did
some checking and found that she
had blatantly lied during her inter-
view. Of course, we did not hire her.

A little resume sprucing is part
of the process; employers expect you
to jazz up your resume to tailor it for
their job, but there’s a big difference
between jazzing up and lying.

When sending your resume
include a cover letter indicating how
your background matches the job
specifications. When communicating
by email use the subject line to your
advantage, reference the job number
or position because that makes it eas-
ier for the recipient to get your
resume and cover letter to the right
person.

How an employer can learn
more from resumes

s3softwaresolutions.com
801.355.3388
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for an added
revenue
stream!

• Simple touch screen POS
    for speedy checkout

• Integrated Interchange to
    locate all possible vehicle
    matches in your yard

• Save thousands in NMVTIS
    Submissions

• Pre-bid vehicles with curb
    weight options

• Track scrap & commodity sales

• Daily management reports

• Vehicle purchasing, scanning,
    yard tracking & search features
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We’re not 
just blowing

smoke.

877-777-0737                www.AmericanRecycler.com

Advertising in American Recycler
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2013 Liebherr L542
A/C cab, hyd. quick coupler, 3 yard
bucket, very nice!.........$61,900

2017 Volvo L70H
Enclosed, hyd. quick coupler, forks 
available, 10,436 hrs.........$69,500
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NATIONWIDE EQUIPMENT
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CAT shear
Steel, used, 30½
jaw depth, fits 330-
360 class, rotator 

2015 CAT 938M
Fusion hyd. quick
coupler, aux. hyd.,
ride control

‘99 JD 544H
JRB 416 hyd. 
quick coupler, 
foam filled tires

2017 JCB 427
Volvo style quick 
coupler, ride
control

‘94 JD 644G
Aux. hyd. 3.75 yd
bucket, 39,000 lbs

2011 Deere 544K
Encl., A/C, aux. 
hyd., ride control, 
parallel boom
$62,900$29,500$32,500 $89,900 $74,900$39,500

St. Charles, MN
800-234-4464 Ext.2

See Full Inventory at www.gomidwest.com

Many buckets, Grapples, Bale Spears & Forks to Choose From!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
877-777-0043

D    

EVEN ON THE BEACH,
INDUSTRY NEWS 

IS ON YOUR MIND.
TAKE US ALONG.

A
R

AUTOMOTIVE

Adesa, a business unit of KAR
Auction Services, Inc. dba KAR Global,
has launched new condition report capa-
bilities including the addition of high
definition vehicle undercarriage photos
on all Adesa condition reports. The
launch of this enhanced imagery is
aimed at providing buyers with relevant,
actionable data to support smart and
confident bidding and buying decisions.
The images, which launched in mid-
April, are now available across the U.S.
and Canada. 

Undercarriage images are captured
using Adesa’s new inspection technol-
ogy platform – launched earlier this year
– that powers high quality and high res-
olution photos to enhance vehicle condi-

tion reports. With this technology, vehi-
cle inspection specialists are able to
complete inspections more quickly and
accurately – providing better, more con-
sistent information to buyers.

The undercarriage images can be
found in the photos section of the condi-
tion report. They include left side, right
side, rear and front views and allow
buyers to better assess a vehicle’s under-
carriage for rust, any damaged structural
components or leaks as well as exhaust,
frame and rocker panel conditions,
which may be visible in such photos.
And because the images are static, deal-
ers can enlarge the photos using the
zoom-in function to see close-up, highly
specific undercarriage detail.

Adesa assures buyers with
undercarriage imaging

Principal Solar, Inc. stated its inten-
tion to participate in the Department of
Energy’s (DOE) SuperTruck 3 program
by application, via its subsidiary part-
nership with vehicle conversion com-
pany eTruck Transportation. The
program, announced on April 15, 2021,
provides $162 million in opportunities
aimed at electrifying freight trucking,
along with efforts to expand infrastruc-
ture and lower emissions. 

According to the DOE’s announce-
ment, the program seeks to fund solu-
tions that will mitigate the largest
contributors to transportation sector
greenhouse gas emissions, of which

medium and heavy duty trucks are
responsible for nearly a quarter. 

The DOE Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy launched
the original SuperTruck initiatives in
2009 with the goal of improving heavy
freight truck efficiency by 50 percent.
SuperTruck 2, launched in 2016, sought
to double the efficiency of 18 wheeler
(class 8) trucks. SuperTruck 3’s funding
is focused on even higher efficiency via
a range of approaches to electrification. 

Principal Solar partners with eTruck 

For a direct link to more details, 
view this article on

www.AmericanRecycler.com.



and manufacturing facilities that recycle
waste food into animal feed and compost.

“We’re proud to say that, since 2018,
we’ve achieved more than a 95 percent
waste diversion rate at our five food man-
ufacturing facilities,” Srinivasan said.
“But we still have a long way to go to
reach our goals, which is why we’re
excited to be partnering with EGLE in
support of the NextCycle program.

“This program will help us find new
ways to recycle some of the most chal-
lenging materials in our supply chain,
which include packaged food waste from
our stores and difficult-to-recycle materi-
als in our distribution centers,” he added.
“We look forward to our shared innova-
tion not only to help us reach our sustain-
ability goals, but also to help build the
infrastructure for our successes to be
replicated statewide.”

Gov. Whitmer and the state Legisla-
ture are committed to raising Michigan’s
recycling rate to 30 percent by 2025 and
ultimately reach 45 percent annually –
Michigan’s current recycling rate is at 15
percent, the lowest in the Great Lakes
region and among the nation’s lowest.

“To ensure we reach this goal, recy-
cling across Michigan is receiving a
major boost in 2021 through Renew
Michigan grant funding,” said Demo-
cratic U.S. Rep. Haley Stevens, who
serves the state’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict in southeast Michigan.

Among the grants Stevens
unveiled in her region of the state
were:

•Next Energy: $50,000 for an assess-
ment of electric vehicle battery recycling
system needs in Michigan.

•Battery Solutions: $75,000 for bat-
tery sorting technology upgrades.

•Schupan: $250,000 for equipment
that empties packaging, allowing for
additional containers to be recycled.

•Recycle Livingston (City of How-
ell): $282,504.80 for Howell drop-off site
upgrades that will improve collection and
processing capacity and worker health
and safety conditions.

•City of Ypsilanti: $73,440 for recy-
cling bins in downtown and public parks.

•City of Detroit: $20,000 for residen-
tial recycling carts, part of multi-year, on-
going EGLE support of City of Detroit
recycling program.

•Huron-Clinton Metroparks: $48,816
for plastic bottle recycling bins in
Metroparks.

•The Resource Recovery and Recy-
cling Authority of Southwest Oakland
County: $32,000 for Novi drop-off site
upgrades.

•MSU Recycling (MSU Recycling
and Surplus Store): $170,000 for robotic
sorting equipment that will improve drop-
off recycling in the region, as well as
worker health and safety conditions.

•Vartega: $100,000 for the produc-
tion of new recycled thermoplastics prod-
ucts.

•Emterra Environmental: $250,000
for technology to produce cleaner glass
material that will be used to make bever-
age containers and insulation.

The Legislature two years ago in a
bipartisan move voted to increase
EGLE’s funding for recycling projects
from $2 million annually to $15 million
per year moving forward. 
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800-823-9688

ADADE
Capital Corp.

cDc

APPLY ONLINE www.DADECapital.com

NEW & USED EQUIPMENT 
FINANCING AVAILABLE
Get the cash you need — quickly and at a great rate!

• Salvage
• Recycling
• Waste

As experts in the industry, we’ll �nd you the best deal!

Give us a call today and we’ll discuss your options.

35 Years of
Specializing in: 

 deal!

ns.

Michigan
■Continued from Page 3

For additional information, 
view this article on

www.AmericanRecycler.com.

Universal Recycling Technologies
(URT), a provider of full service elec-
tronic and universal recycling waste and
IT assets disposition solutions,
announced Jeff Gloyd, vice president of
sales and marketing is leaving the com-
pany to pursue other opportunities. His
resignation as a senior executive and
transition from his role at URT was
effective on May 14th. At that time, Ken
Thomas, president, and other senior
leaders within the organization assumed
his responsibilities.

Gloyd joined URT in 2013 as the
director of business development and
brought with him a little over a decade
of industry experience serving as an
expert in the reuse and recycling indus-
try. He became URT’s vice president of
sales and marketing and led the com-
pany’s sales and marketing efforts and
strategic partnerships while developing
new business initiatives.

Jeff Gloyd leaves Universal
Recycling Technologies

The National Waste & Recycling
Association (NWRA) announced that
Richard Burke is the Class of 2021
inductee to its Hall of Fame. He was
chosen by the board of trustees from a
list of distinguished finalists submitted
by the association’s awards committee.

Burke is the former chairman and
chief executive officer of Advanced Dis-
posal Services. His career spans more
than 30 years, most recently leading
Advanced Disposal through its merger
with Waste Management. 

Hall of Fame inductees are selected
based on scores in five categories,
including recognition in the industry as a
founder, pioneer, visionary or icon;
enduring legacy and impact of contribu-
tions to the industry for a minimum of
25 years; steadfast values such as
integrity, respect, courage, mentorship,
volunteerism and inclusiveness; inspira-
tional leadership at an NWRA service
provider or supplier and on issues
important to NWRA at the national,
state and/or local level; and active asso-
ciation engagement and service as an
ambassador of the industry.

Advanced Disposal’s CEO
inducted into Hall of Fame

Durex Products Inc., a manufacturer
of wire and polyurethane screen media
technologies, recently hired Bob Doll,
who joins as a regional sales manager
covering the eastern U.S.

Doll comes to Durex as an industry
veteran with 43 years of experience in
crushing and screening, working for
W.S Tyler, Metso, Buffalo Wire Works,
and McCourt and Sons Equipment. 

Doll currently resides in Louisiana,
but will relocate to South Carolina to
serve the eastern market. 

Bob Doll joins Durex
Products as sales manager

I tried having my mother’s phone dis-
connected, but the customer-service rep
told me that since the account was in my
dad’s name, he’d have to be the one to
put in the request. The fact that he’d
been dead for 40 years didn’t sway her.
Then a solution hit me: “If I stop paying
the bill, you can turn off the service,
right?” “Well, yes,” she said reluc-
tantly. “But that would ruin his credit.”
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Complete fluid removal in less than 5 minutes!

877-247-6629 • IronAx.com

Businesses

WE BUY AND SELL 
USED RECYCLING EQUIPMENT
HOVDE  RECYCLING EQUIPMENT

800-617-5219   TEXT 320-760-5688
scrapequip.com  steven@scrapequip.com

609.854.3520  tel
609.854.3596 fax
rs@sternerconsulting.com

sternerconsulting.com

Mergers & Acquisitions Consulting
Business Valuation & Brokerage
Specialty Waste Transportation

Management Consulting and Advisory
Asset Preservation & Reorganization

Waste To Energy Consulting
New Business Opportunities

OUR SERVICES

Miscellaneous

CRUMB RUBBER PLANT FOR SALE.
One of the leading crumb rubber tire
plants in the country is for sale. Fifteen
years of processing over a million tires per
year into commercial usable products. The
potential of growth is phenomenal, with
excellent clients, 30 acres for expansion,
two plants and equipment that is in excel-
lent operating condition. Contact Mike at
269-208-5180.

518-424-1168
www.RecyclingFurnaces.com

Hi-efficiency, new technology.
INCREASE PROFITS!
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PARTS • REPAIR • CUSTOM BUILDS

SWEAT FURNACES

Cumberland 
Model 30 

Granulator

Recently rebuilt!
Includes a 100HP motor.

844-333-3030

Containers 2012 HARRIS 60 x 90 SHREDDER. Com-
plete shredding operation available! 2000
HP in good condition. System has been
removed from production and taken off the
grid. The complete set of Harris foundation
drawings and a full list of components is
available upon request. Call 844-333-3030
for details.

Powercat Copper
Recovery System

System Includes: 
  Powercat A System 
  Powercat C System 
  Screening Machine SM320

844-333-3030

U-PULL IT SOFTWARE: Get more from
your U-Pull It yard and simplify searches!
Learn more at our 3rd Annual CRUSH™

Users Meeting, October 14-16, 2021,
Westgate Park City Resort and Spa in
Park City, Utah. Until then, see product
demos at www.s3softwaresolutions.com.
Call today! 801-355-3388

Software

BRIEFS

Eriez® has appointed Andrew Olsen
as chief financial officer and treasurer,
effective April 19, 2021. He will be
based out of the company’s global head-
quarters in Erie, Pennsylvania and will
report to Eriez president and chief exec-
utive officer Lukas Guenthardt. 

Olsen brings extensive experience
in corporate and operational finance to
his new role on the Eriez corporate lead-
ership team. He served most recently as
chief financial officer at General Electric
Aviation – Advanced Atomization Tech-
nologies, a joint venture of Parker Avia-
tion and General Electric based in
Clyde, New York. His background,
which includes high level positions at
several industrial manufacturing compa-
nies, has helped him develop a deep
understanding of the finance and
accounting principles critical to Eriez’
business, according to Guenthardt. 

Olsen, a long time resident of west-
ern New York, holds a dual bachelor’s
degree in management and marketing
from Canisius College and a master’s
degree in business administration from
The State University of New York at
Buffalo. He is currently pursuing a mas-
ter’s degree in economics through Pur-
due Global University.

Eriez appoints Olsen as
new CFO and treasurer

The board of directors of The
Timken Company, a global industrial
leader in engineered bearings and power
transmission products, approved a three
percent increase to the company’s quar-
terly cash dividend, raising it to $.30 per
share. The dividend is payable on June
3, 2021, to shareholders of record as of
May 21, 2021.

The Timken Company has paid a
dividend on its common shares every
quarter since its listing on the New York
Stock Exchange in 1922. The upcoming
dividend represents 396 consecutive
quarters, one of the longest-running
dividend streaks among NYSE-listed
companies.

Timken increases quarterly
dividend by 3 percent

Meridian Waste, a non-hazardous
solid waste services company, has
closed on the purchase of an acquisition
in the greater Raleigh, North Carolina
marketplace, its second in the state.  

The acquisition includes McConnell
Waste Systems, Inc., located in Fuquay-
Varina. The terms of the asset purchase
agreement remain private. Assets will be
managed under the current Meridian
Waste structure and operate from the
company’s hauling location in Raleigh. 

The acquired assets from
McConnell Waste Systems, Inc. include
industrial commercial contracts in the
greater Raleigh metro area. The acquisi-
tion will build collection density within
the marketplace as well as volume
through the company’s network of North
Carolina transfer stations.

Meridian Waste closes new
acquisition in Raleigh
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FOCUS on
PLASTICS

From PPE to medical and labora-
tory equipment to cold-chain insulation
for vaccine transport, and even vaccine
syringes, plastics play a significant role
in treating and protecting people, espe-
cially frontline workers, against
COVID-19. Additionally, as people
have spent more time at home, there’s
been a surge in home delivery, result-
ing in greater use of takeout containers
and mail packaging. These trends have
led to a significant uptick in demand
for plastic domestically and across the
globe.

Due to its performance benefits,
industry experts expect strong reliance
on plastic to continue. 

“This year, the introduction of
president Biden’s Build Back Better
plan for recovery has sparked a move-
ment to rebuild the nation’s infrastruc-
ture, and plastics will play a critical
role,” said Joshua Baca, vice president
of plastics at the American Chemistry
Council. “Plastics are essential to infra-
structure components, such as more
energy-efficient homes and buildings
including insulation and sealants, more
fuel efficient cars, solar panels, wind
turbines, electric and autonomous vehi-
cles, and bridges. All of these will help
America build more sustainable and
resilient communities, and a stronger,
more sustainable economy.”

So what does the influx plastics
use during the ongoing pandemic
mean for the recycling industry? 

As Baca explained, the COVID-19
pandemic has had an outsized impact
on U.S. recycling and waste manage-
ment systems. Not only did the need
for plastic increase, but some munici-
palities paused recycling programs to
limit potential worker exposures to
COVID-19. So, in the short-term, the
pandemic has amplified many of the
economic and operational challenges
the industry faces. 

Dr. Marta Guron, assistant teach-
ing professor of chemistry at Villanova
University said that unfortunately, the
plastic industry is not prepared to take

in extra plastic waste. Single use
masks, for example, can have mixed
media, which makes them much more
difficult to process in addition to the
concern over whether the masks are
contaminated, therefore putting recy-
cling industry workers at risk. 

“Thankfully, the COVID virus
doesn’t live on surfaces for very long,
but there are limited capacities in recy-
cling plants and waste processing facil-
ities, creating an even greater strain on
the industry,” Guron said. “Addition-
ally, no help has come from the gov-
ernment in terms of improving
infrastructure or streamlining plastic
waste processing. So different regions
have different capabilities in recy-
cling.” Since the market for recycled
plastic has decreased owing to the
increased supply and the already exist-

ing strain created by the policy changes
in China in 2018, it is reasonable to
believe that without some infrastruc-
ture and government support, the abil-
ity to recoup processing costs will
continue to diminish.

Regardless, America’s plastic
makers are continuing their efforts to
end plastic waste. “In 2018, we
announced goals for all plastic packag-
ing used in the U.S. to be recyclable or
recoverable by 2030 and to be recy-
cled, reused, or recovered by 2040,”
Baca said. “We continue to focus on
investing and innovating to modernize
and expand plastics recycling infra-
structure. That’s why forward-looking
legislation like the bipartisan
RECOVER Act is so important.” This
bill, if passed, would provide federal
grants to states, municipalities and

tribal governments to invest in improv-
ing recycling. 

“Not only will this help ensure
recycling remains economically viable
and competitive, it will help our coun-
try build an infrastructure that contin-
ues advancing efforts to create a
circular economy for plastics,” Baca
said.

Of course, during the pandemic,
there’s been a shift in the recycling and
waste management stream from the
commercial sector to the residential
sector as more people worked and lived
in their homes. 

“Many recyclers are relying more
on residents for their materials, and
minimizing contamination in the waste
stream has become even more impor-
tant,” Baca said. “Recycling education

The pandemic’s impact on plastic use & recycling
by MAURA KELLER
mkeller@americanrecycler.com

See PLASTIC USE, Page B7

In the short-term, the pandemic has amplified many of the economic and operational challenges the plastics recycling industry faces. 
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In the highest vote on plastic pellet
pollution to date, a majority of
investors at DuPont voted in support of
an As You Sow shareholder resolution
asking the company to produce an
annual report on the amount of pre-pro-
duction plastic the company releases
into the environment annually.

Plastic pellets are the building
blocks for nearly all plastic products
and are estimated to be the second
largest direct source of microplastic
pollution in the ocean by weight. Once
produced by petrochemical companies
like DuPont, pellets are transported by
rail, ship, or road to a second or third
destination before being melted into a
final product. It is estimated that
throughout the pellet supply chain, an
estimated 10 trillion plastic pellets are
spilled and unrecovered every year. 

DuPont is the latest in a series of
companies As You Sow has engaged,
regarding reducing plastic pellet pollu-
tion. Companies that have agreed to
report their spill data include: Chevron
Phillips Chemical, Exxon Mobil
Chemical, Eastman Chemical, West-
lake Chemical, Occidental Petroleum,
and Dow Chemical. However, so far,
only Chevron Phillips Chemical,
Exxon, and Dow have begun to provide
data.

An estimated 11 million metric
tons of plastics – including pellets –
leak into oceans annually and this fig-
ure is expected to grow to 24 million
metric tons by 2040. Once in the envi-
ronment, pellets can absorb toxins from
the water. Often mistaken as food,
these pellets can be eaten by marine
life when pellet absorbed toxins can be
potentially transferred to humans
through consumption of seafood.
Ocean plastic pollution causes fatalities
in more than 800 marine species from
ingestion, entanglement, suffocation,
or drowning.

More than 200 pellet, flake and
powder spills have been reported to the
National Response Center since report-
ing began. These pellet spills create
financial risk. Petrochemical and plas-
tics companies have recently paid sub-
stantial fines for pellet releases, with
the largest fine reaching $50 million.

DuPont is a member of Operation
Clean Sweep, an industry program that
has been revealed to be designed
largely to fend off regulation, not to
ensure compliance nor success. Opera-
tion Clean Sweep provides best prac-
tices to reduce pellet loss but does not
facilitate public reporting on spill inci-
dents, as the As You Sow resolution
requests.

DuPont shareholders
vote to support plastic
pellet pollution reporting

They call them heated seats because rear defroster was already taken.

The Recycling Partnership
announced a second round of grant
funding through its Polypropylene
Recycling Coalition, distributing
nearly $1 million in catalytic grants to
advance polypropylene recycling in the
U.S. Launched in July 2020, the
Polypropylene Recycling Coalition
(Coalition) is a cross-industry collabo-
ration supported by steering committee
members Keurig Dr Pepper, Braskem,
NextGen Consortium, and the Walmart
Foundation, along with other members
of the polypropylene value chain.
Polypropylene, sometimes referred to
as No. 5 plastic, is used in an array of
food and non-food packaging and is in
strong demand as a recycled material.

Through its second round of grant
funding, the Coalition will provide an
additional three grants to materials
recovery facilities (MRFs) across the
United States to boost sortation of
polypropylene and support targeted
consumer education efforts. To date,
the Coalition has awarded grants for
seven MRFs across the U.S. These
investments aim to improve curbside
polypropylene recycling access for an
additional 3 percent of all U.S. house-
holds, impacting a total of 7.2 million
people nationally. This aims to increase
the recovery of polypropylene by an
estimated 4,300 tons annually to be
made into new products, such as con-
sumer packaging and automotive parts,
rather than being sent to landfills or
incineration.

The Coalition awards grants to
MRF candidates that face significant
challenges in their ability to effectively
sort and recycle polypropylene. With
these strategic investments, polypropy-
lene will now be accepted curbside in
more communities and sent to estab-
lished end markets, encouraging the
shift to a circular economy. Further
supporting the shift, community mem-
bers in these areas will also be edu-
cated as to what is and isn’t accepted in
their curbside recycling.

The three newest grantees include:
•American Recycling in Candler,

North Carolina
•DEM-CON in Shakopee, Min-

nesota
•Independent Texas Recyclers in

Houston, Texas
The combined geographic reach of

the first two rounds of grantees
includes MRFs across the Northern,
Southern, Eastern, and Western regions
of the U.S. The widespread interest and
commitment from MRFs across the
U.S. to growing the collection and sor-
tation of recyclable polypropylene
clearly demonstrates the market
strength for this material nationwide.

The Coalition received a strong
response to both the first and second
rounds of requests for proposals and
continues to accept grant applications
to further its efforts to advance
polypropylene curbside recycling. The
next grant proposal request is due June
30, 2021. MRFs interested in sorting
and recycling polypropylene are
encouraged to apply.

The mission driven work of the
Coalition is supported by contributions
from organizations representing all
segments of the material’s value chain,
including the Coalition’s newest mem-
ber, Sabert Corporation. In addition to
the steering committee members, other
members of the Coalition include
American Chemistry Council, Camp-
bell Soup Company, Danone North
America, EFS-plastics, The Kroger Co.
Zero Hunger | Zero Waste Foundation,
KW Plastics, LyondellBasell, Merlin
Plastics, Milliken & Company, Nestlé,
PolyQuest, Procter & Gamble, St.
Joseph Plastics and Winpak. The
Polypropylene Recycling Coalition is
advised by industry leaders including:
Association of Plastic Recyclers, for-
mer EPA Administrator Carol
Browner, Closed Loop Partners, Side-
walk Infrastructure Partners, Sustain-
able Packaging Coalition and World
Wildlife Fund.

Grants funded to improve
polypropylene recycling



Smithfield Foods,
Inc. launched bold
new commitments
across its portfolio by
2030: to achieve con-
sumer packaging that
is 90 percent recycla-
ble, reusable or
industrially com-
postable and to halve
use of virgin petro-
leum based plastic.

To meet these
goals, the company
has established an internal cross-func-
tional team to investigate and explore
new strategic packaging and plastic-
use reduction options. Among the
team’s current efforts is the identifica-
tion and testing of replacements for
products currently packaged using
polystyrene (PS) trays.

Both the new recyclable packag-
ing and plastic reduction goals build
upon the company’s zero waste to
landfill initiative, which outlines a
plan to reduce overall solid waste sent
to landfills 75 percent by 2025 through
utilizing or recycling materials once
disposed of as garbage.

“Continual efforts to innovate
packaging in favor of materials that
can be recycled, reused and composted
is an important component of holistic,
sustainable food production,” said

Stewart Leeth, chief sustainability offi-
cer for Smithfield Foods. “As a food
industry sustainability pioneer, Smith-
field recognizes the importance of con-
tinuing to explore new ways to build
upon our ambitious commitments and
reduce waste across production and
operations.”

As part of its ongoing commit-
ment to sustainability and constant
product innovation, Smithfield
launched the Pure Farmland™ brand in
2019, a plant-based protein line featur-
ing sustainable packaging and trays
made from more than 50 percent recy-
cled material.

Smithfield is also an active mem-
ber of the Sustainable Packaging
Coalition (SPC), the authority and
leading voice on sustainable packaging
and related initiatives. 

Smithfield Foods pledges
recyclable packaging
and plastic reduction Test washing procedures were

developed to determine whether on-
pack adhesive and label combinations
are fully compatible with the post-con-
sumer HDPE or PP recycling stream.
They are destined for the label and
adhesive industry as well as the recog-
nized Certification Bodies which per-
form recyclability assessments of
labeled packaging.

These standard procedures were
developed at a laboratory scale to
allow companies to easily and quickly
check the wash-off compatibility of
their labels with recycling. The docu-
ments describe the steps that must be
followed to carry out the analysis, as
well as the assessment criteria to eval-
uate the behavior during washing.

As reported in the HDPE & PP
Design for Recycling Guidelines, any
label and adhesive combination must
be water soluble or water releasable at
40°C to get separated from the packag-
ing during the recycling process. Addi-
tionally, paper labels must ensure no
loss of fibers during the washing step
to avoid wash water contamination and
recyclate damaging.

The Washing Quick Test Proce-
dures were developed by the Recy-
Class HDPE and PP Technical
Committees and, in particular, the
adhesive and label manufacturers
including Henkel, UPM Raflatac and
Avery Dennison, that carried out inter-
nal testing to validate their feasibility.

In the case of the non-removable
adhesives in combination with film
labels, they can be tested by RecyClass
following a complete assessment
according to the RecyClass Recycla-
bility Evaluation Protocols, to identify
their impact on the quality of recycled
HDPE & PP.

Every component of plastic pack-
aging must be considered when evalu-
ating its recyclability. Labels and
adhesives are just one of the examples.
Making sure that they are compatible
with recycling technologies is indis-
pensable in driving high-quality recy-
cling. By ensuring compatibility with
the recycling process the quality of the
recycled material increases and so
does their potential for being used in
high-end applications.

RecyClass publishes quick
test washing procedures
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The Coon Rapids Recycling Cen-
ter received a $50,000 grant from the
Foam Recycling Coalition (FRC) to
increase the recycling center’s capacity
to manage, process and recycle more
post-consumer foam polystyrene,
including foodservice packaging and
protective packaging. 

The Coon Rapids Recycling Cen-
ter, a residential drop off center located
in Coon Rapids, Minnesota, focuses on
materials that cannot be recycled at
curbside – items ranging from carpet to
appliances and electronics. The FRC
funding, along with funding from a
state of Minnesota Capital Improve-
ment Project grant, allows the center to
expand their current operations, pur-
chasing equipment to assist in addi-
tional foam polystyrene recovery and
performing maintenance and repairs to
their existing foam densifier. 

The recycling center accepts com-
mon household recyclable materials,
oil and oil filters, scrap metal, organic
food waste, electronic waste, batteries,
mattresses and other materials. With a
repaired densifier and new forklift, the
center can expand their current foam
polystyrene recycling program to

accept foam foodservice packaging,
cups, trays and other containers. 

“It’s terrific to see more foam
material coming to our recycling cen-
ter. But with the increase, we needed to
expand, find a solution to maintain our
existing equipment and handle addi-
tional material,” said Colleen Sinclair,
City of Coon Rapids recycling coordi-
nator. “The Foam Recycling Coalition
grant means we can continue serving
our residents and collecting these recy-
clable materials for the foreseeable
future.” 

Coon Rapids is the 18th grant
recipient to receive FRC funding since
2015. Over three million additional res-
idents in the U.S. and Canada can recy-
cle foam as a result of FRC grants.

“We work with forward thinking
communities, like the City of Coon
Rapids to expand recycling programs
for their residents,” said Natha
Dempsey, president of the Foodservice
Packaging Institute, which houses the
coalition. “We’ve kicked off another
year of FRC grants to continue to fund
innovative programs that will help
recover foam polystyrene packaging
throughout North America.”

Coon Rapids expands capacity
to recycle more packaging
Foam Recycling Coalition grant helps increase
city’s recycling center processing capabilities 

Invaluable Gifts are Hard to Find
Purchase a gift subscription for 
someone special today. 877-777-0043

www.AmericanRecycler.com
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Plastics were 12.2 percent of
municipal solid waste (MSW) genera-
tion in 2018 (most recent data avail-
able), according to the American
Chemistry Council. As the recycling
industry strives to increase efficiencies
in reducing the impact of plastic in the
environment and marketplace, granu-
lators may be involved in the process. 

Established as the first granulator
company in 1939, “Cumberland leads
the way as the world’s brand leader in
size reduction equipment, with the
broadest line of granulators and shred-
ders. Our top-of-the-line series
includes the FX700, FX1000, FX1600
and Cumberland beside-the-press
granulators, available to meet the
growing needs of the plastics and
recycling industries,” Andre Adams,
senior product manager, stated.

Cumberland staff recently worked
with a client to quantify specific
improvements that grinding and
reusing plastic scrap had, in that
client’s operations. The previous,
dated, central granulation process was
confirmed as financially detrimental.
The inefficient and complex workflow
was damaging the firm’s bottom line,
causing the loss of 20,000 to 30,000
lbs. of reclaimed material every year.
To eliminate the issue, Cumberland’s
beside-the-press (BTP) granulator
technology was installed. Cumber-
land’s John Farney and Gary Gill
identified the challenges in their cus-
tomer’s operations and knew that a
BTP configuration would improve
efficiency. That change, along with
reconfiguring workflow, allowed the

company to expand and grow, all with
existing staff. Workflow is also now
more efficient because Cumberland’s
top-of-the-line FX Series equipment is
involved. Each of Cumberland’s BTP
granulators feature several durable,
high performance machines, and all
are equipped to integrate with any
molding or extrusion operation for
resin reclaim, directly at the side of the
press. 

Adams described how that cus-
tomer “gained tangible results in sev-
eral key areas, including eliminating
several manual steps, which were
replaced with a less complex process,
reducing clean-out times for more
efficiency and substantially decreas-
ing the need to handle regrind materi-
als, which made the process safer. If
you’d like to assess your size reduc-
tion processes, the experts at Cumber-
land can help you determine the best
plan and products to achieve optimum
efficiency.”

Foremost Machine Builders
offers a 24 x 24” granulator, Model
HD-7, which utilizes a four-bladed,
open, ribbed, staggered, skewed rotor
in grinding PET bottles and other
tough materials. The Model LD-7 is a
two-bladed, open, ribbed, hook-knife
rotor design and available for grinding
HDPE and polycarbonate blow
molded parts. Each machine is
equipped with a rear access door to
the cutting chamber for easy cleanout
or knife adjustment. Air feed and
mechanical conveyor or hand feed
hoppers are available as standard for
these units. “We’ve served the plas-
tics industry for over 60 years and
along with manufacturing a complete
line of granulators for plastics recy-
cling, Foremost Machine Builders
also offers material handling, storage
and blending solutions,”
Walt Folkl, sales manager
said. 

Herbold Meckesheim
USA, a subsidiary of Her-
bold Meckesheim Ger-
many, sells and installs
durable, high quality size
reduction equipment
(granulators, shredders,
grinders, pulverizers, etc.)
and wash-line systems for
the recycling of all kinds
of industrial and post-
consumer plastics. Units

are designed as modular “building
blocks” so that a system can be
extended or modified according to the
customer’s requirements.

Last fall, Herbold introduced five
models of the HOS Heavy-Duty Pipe
Shredder, which efficiently (up to
approximately 3,400 lbs. per hour)
reduces large (to 0.8’ in diameter);
thick-walled plastic pipes to chips of
approximately 2.5 to 4 sq.in. Her-
bold’s extensive line of granulators
includes heavy-duty, general-use, and
compact machines. Popular HB and
SB Series horizontal models employ a
hydraulic ram or screw-feed mecha-
nism, which makes them quieter and
more efficient (30 to 50 percent
higher throughput) than same-size
gravity-fed cutting chambers. Suitable
for dry or wet operation, these granu-
lators are capable of processing up to
eight tons of plastic per hour. 

The blade geometry of Herbold
granulators, in combination with an
open rotor, “provides for cleaner cuts,
higher capacity, fewer fines and less
noise. The knives can be removed
easily and safely and adjusted pre-
cisely in a fixture outside the unit.
Furthermore, Herbold Meckesheim
knives last longer because their design
provides 18 millimeters of regrind
capacity, nearly twice that of most
competing models. Yet another bene-
fit of Herbold horizontal granulators
is a diagonally split housing that
allows complete access to the cutting
chamber for faster maintenance. And
the rotor bearings are positioned out-
side the cutting chamber, to keep
grease from contaminating product,”
said David Lefrancois, president.

He continued, “The trend toward
recycling and sustainability is on the
upswing and thanks to recent

advances in automated separation
equipment, more receivers of recycled
plastics are separating the waste
stream by material type, for single-
line recycling systems. This makes it
easier for generators of plastic waste
to recycle and consequently more
likely that they will.”
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YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE

      www.granutech.com877-582-780000008877 58822 78800

Products for Every
Recycling Application

Shredders
Grinders
Refiner Mills
Powderizers
Granulators

See GRANULATORS, Page B6

by MARY M. THORNTON
maryt@americanrecycler.com

Herbold Meckesheim USA

MANUFACTURERS

Amandus Kahl USA Corporation
Mitchel Gorski
770-521-1021

www.amanduskahlusa.com

American Pulverizer Company
James Holder
314-781-6100

www.ampulverizer.com

BHS-Sonthofen Inc. 
Tom Adams
704-845-1190

www.bhs-filtration.com

Cumberland Size Reduction
Andre Adams
262-641-8600

www.cumberlandplastics.com

Foremost Machine Builders, Inc.
Walt Folkl 

973-227-0700
www.foremostmachine.com

Franklin Miller Inc. 
Korkmaz Oz
800-932-0599

www.franklinmiller.com

Herbold Meckesheim USA
David Lefrancois

401-597-5500
www.herboldusa.com

Hosokawa Polymer Systems
Doug Ort

860-828-0541
www.polysys.com

Pallmann Pulverizers Company
Jeff Taylor

973-471-1450
www.pallmann.eu

Rotogran International Inc.
Mike Cyr

905-738-0101
www.rotogran.com

Zerma-America
E.J. Stratman
847-291-1300

www.zerma-america.com

Cumberland Size Reduction
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414.353.1002      bca-industries.com

See System in action NOW!NNONOWNOW!
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nwt8foudNPM&t=12s

SEND SAMPLES TO: BCA INDUSTRIES
4330 W GREEN TREE RD MILWAUKEE WI 53223

• Size to 3/8” in screenless, single pass
• Shred chips to 2”
• Crush curbside cans, plastic barrels,
   pallets, bumpers and more
• Use dual bagger without interruption
• Weigh with digital scales
• Perfect for hard to screen materials
• Stationary, portable & custom options
• Load material w/integrated Donkey Lift
• Make weight when shipping
• Powered by hydraulic 140 hp 
   diesel John Deere

On Site Plastic Recycling
MADE PROFITABLE!
Introducing the BCA Industries Patented

• Powered by hydraulic 140 hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhpppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp    
   diesel John Deere

PD1000 ICCB
SHRED SYSTEM

Only
32,000 lbs as shown

This TRIPLUS    knife system converts a standard shredder to 
a dual shaft rotary shear shredder/single shaft granulator hybrid 
and is available for licensing and branding to other recycling 
equipment. Available for all BCA shredders.

® 

for bulky
plastics

For more information, visit cpm.net or call 1-800-428-0846

1114 East Wabash Ave.   |   Crawfordsville, IN 47933 - USA

At CPM Di Più, we’re helping our 
customers turn millions of tons of 
industrial waste and metal swarf into 
millions of dollars of new revenue 
streams—not to mention saving  
the planet.

Whether it’s recovering metal and  
wood waste from industrial production; 
reducing volume, transport, and 
storage costs; or simply recycling 
waste into energy, with CPM Di Più, 
you get a powerhouse of briquetting 
technology.

CPM Di Più customers have access  
to our complete and combined 
solutions, our world-class equipment, 
and our enviable aftermarket support.

Turn your 
waste into 
revenue

Series

Our Mechanical (MB)  
machines use low energy  
and are designed for 
applications in biomass, 
plastics, agricultural waste,  
and more.

Our Hydraulic (HB) 
presses are designed for 
metal waste densiȴcation. 

Series

BRIK

METALBRIK

   
  

      
   

    
  

At its annual meeting and fall
conference in St. Petersburg, Florida,
the Plastics Industry Association
(PLASTICS) will present its inaugural
William R. Carteaux Leadership
Award to an industry professional
who has achieved distinction working
for the betterment of the plastics
industry. 

Any employee of a PLASTICS
member company, who personifies the
values Bill Carteaux made the hall-
marks of his career – unity, dedication,
perseverance and selflessness – is eligi-
ble for the award, named for the former
PLASTICS president and chief execu-
tive officer. 

Tony Radoszewski, current PLAS-
TICS president and chief executive

officer, will present the new award as
part of the Plastics Hall of Fame Cere-
mony during the board dinner, where
the recipient will stand alongside 2021
Hall of Fame inductees.

Prospective candidates can be
nominated by their peers, family or
friends. The Plastics Academy, which
administers the Plastics Hall of Fame,
will serve as a screening committee,
with officers of PLASTICS making the
final selection.

Nominations should include basic
information about the nominee, as well
as a brief description of his or her mer-
its. Supporting letters will be accepted
as well. Nominations will be accepted
through June 30, 2021.

Leadership award created to
honor plastics professionals



NEW PRODUCT SHOWCASE

Doosan Infracore, LLC.
2905 Shawnee Industrial
Suwanee, GA 30024
678-714-6000
www.doosanequipment.com

DOOSAN INTRODUCES NEXT-
GENERATION WHEEL LOADERS

Doosan Infracore North America, LLC, is launching
its next-generation wheel loaders, the 7 Series, in the
U.S. and Canada. All-new redesigned cabs with first-
class comfort features, increased bucket capacities and
new, fuel-saving technologies are highlights of this next
generation of Doosan® wheel loaders. 

Seven models of the new Doosan 7 Series wheel
loaders, with standard bucket capacities between 3.7
and 7.6 cubic yards, are available now. Five additional
Doosan models with bucket capacities between 2.6 and
3.3 cubic yards are planned to launch in early 2022. 

Best Process Solutions
1071 Industrial Parkway 
Brunswick, OH 44212
330-220-1440 
www.bpsvibes.com

Federal Signal
2645 Federal Signal Drive
University Park, IL 60484
708-534-4756
www.fedsig.com

FEDERAL SIGNAL’S IP69K PRODUCTS
HELP REDUCE PRODUCT FAILURES 

A20 SERIES POWER TAKE OFF
FEATURES ROTATABLE FLANGE

Muncie Power Products, Inc. released the new A20
Series power take-off, designed to fit on Allison 3000
and 4000 Series transmissions.

The big changes with this PTO focus on the installa-
tion process. The goal was to find ways to make it not
only easier, but less time consuming. The A20 Series
PTO features a new rotatable flange with 30 unique,
identifiable positions providing users with great flexibility
in finding the optimal position for installation.

This rotatable flange is independent of the seals – so
it is easily adjustable without any concern of damaging
the shaft seal.

Best Process Solutions offers advanced Air Systems
for the recycling industry, addressing a common chal-
lenge to help remove light auto shredder residue mate-
rial from heavy material. 

The air system’s cyclone, airlock and ductwork work
together to yield a cleaner final product. The system fea-
tures high-efficiency circulating fans, abrasion-resistant
ductwork and cyclone shells, high-efficiency cyclone
designs and heavy-duty rotor air locks. 

The air system is customized by BPS application
experts to each customer’s requirements and operation
scale to provide an environmentally conscious solution.

Muncie Power Products
201 East Jackson Street
Muncie, IN 47305
800-367-7867
www.munciepower.com

BPS OFFERS AIR SYSTEMS FOR
RECYCLING INDUSTRY

Federal Signal offers over 700 models of signaling
devices, built for safe areas, hazardous and explosion
proof applications that meet all environmental ratings.

IP69K is the highest standard on the ingress protec-
tion rating scale. This rating was designed for applica-
tions in which products are regularly exposed to high
pressure and high temperature washdowns. 

IP69K ensures the highest confidence in harsh envi-
ronments where sanitation and cleanliness are required.
These products are ideal for applications in food and
beverage, wastewater, pharmaceutical, marine, medical
facilities and in medical equipment manufacturing.

VAN DYK’S ROBOT DESIGNED FOR
USE OVER EXISTING CONVEYORS

Van Dyk Recycling Solutions designs robots with real
MRF usage in mind. Available with multiple recognition
technologies such as near-infrared, camera, laser and
metal detection, the RoBB-AQC sorts with high accu-
racy and is consistent throughout each shift, day after
day. 

The chutes and feed hoppers are specially designed
so that RoBB’s picks end up in the right place, without
bouncing out. The housing is totally enclosed so that
RoBB is safe to be around while operating. RoBB-ACQ
is custom measured to fit over any size conveyor for
easy installation while maintaining a sleek profile. 

Van Dyk 
Recycling Solutions 
360 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Norwalk, CT 06854
203-967-1100
www.vdrs.com

• Accurate Business Valuation
• Financial Forecasting
• Consulting
• Tax Preparation & Planning

Call John Monaghan, CPA, CVA for
your expert !nancial advice.

VZN Group, LLC

www.vzncpa.com
419-882-1886

What’s Your Business Worth?

John Monaghan, CPA, CVA

EXPERIENCED IN SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING BUSINESS VALUATIONS
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Zerma offers the plastics recycling
industry a full range of industrial recy-
cling machinery; heavy-duty and cen-
tral plastics granulators, beside the
press grinders, single shaft shredders
and PVC pulverizers. E. J. Stratman,
national sales director, commented,
“Along with auxiliary equipment such
as conveyors, separators and metal
detection, we are one of the very few
recycling machinery makers with the
whole equipment spectrum under one
roof. This gives us the most economical
advantage in assembling a size reduc-
tion system that will best fit the
requirement of each client’s operation.” 

Zerma machines can be found in
plants across the world. Zerma’s plastic
waste shredders and heavy-duty granu-
lators can play an integral recycling
role in plastic shredding as part of
injection molding, extrusion, blow
molding, rotational molding, thermo-
forming, blown film, cast film factories
and general recycling applications.
Zerma products process rejects, run-
ners, sprues, parts, purgings, pipe, pro-
files, bags, bottles, bales, buckets, tubs,
film, fiber, containers, drums, IBCs – in
short, anything made of plastic.

“When integrating auxiliary equip-
ment such as our belt conveyors, sepa-
rators and air conveyors, we can
provide complete recycling systems for
creating a valuable product, using vir-
tually any plastics initial infeed mate-
rial. Powered by German engineering,
our stand-alone units and custom-built
systems are efficient, reliable and easy
to install with safe service and great
results,” noted Stratman. 

Granulators
■Continued from Page B4

Foremost Machine Builders, Inc.

Petoskey Plastics, an environmen-
tally focused recycler and plastic film,
bag and resin manufacturer, will invest
$30 million in a new manufacturing
facility. 

The COVID-19 pandemic pushed
the company over capacity and created
high customer demand for its blown
film products such as trash bags, con-
struction sheeting, and automotive seat
covers. A combination of converting
and extruding lines in the new Texas
facility will increase output by approx-
imately 15 percent over the next 12
months to help meet this growing
demand. Petoskey Plastics currently
manufactures blown film products with
post-consumer recycled content in
Petoskey, Michigan, Hartford City,
Indiana and Morristown, Tennessee.

The existing Texas facility size is
over 53,000 sq.ft. Building expansion
is scheduled for completion in August

2022 and includes an additional 40,000
to 60,000 sq.ft. for converting and
warehouse space, nine silos and rail
spurs. 

The facility will provide the
opportunity to be closer to raw material
suppliers in the Gulf and will aid in
servicing West Coast customers. Deliv-
ery time will be cut in half for both raw
material and finished goods and will be
more competitive overall. The plant is
to receive the most state-of-the art
equipment available in the blown film
market space over the coming months.

Petoskey Plastics plans to grow the
Texas facility to a total of approxi-
mately 130,000 sq.ft. within 5 years. 

Petoskey Plastics currently
employs 564 associates and initially,
the company plans to hire 20 associates
at the new facility in Texas. After the
expansion, they will add 55 new jobs. 

Petoskey Plastics expands
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focused on the ins-and-outs of what to
recycle curbside, how to pre-clean
items, and what needs to be dropped
off at a specific recycling location is
always helpful. But these factors also
points to the need to establish a
national recycling standard to elimi-
nate the conflicting patchwork of local
and state standards currently in place
and make recycling easier for every-
one.”

Darrel Collier, executive director
of the National Association for PET
Container Resources (NAPCOR) said
increased consumption of products uti-
lizing bottles and containers made
from PET will result in recycling only
when those items land in recycling
bins or redemption centers. 

“At the height of the pandemic in
2020, many states that have redemp-
tion centers were closed to the public –
retailers would not allow drop offs, and
in some cases the actual redemption
location was closed – in some cases for
more than 30 days,” Collier said.
“Anecdotally, we heard that some con-
sumers were storing their redemption
bottles until locations reopened. How-
ever, we will not know the true impact
until we release our 2020 PET Recy-
cling Report later this year.”

PET is the most widely recovered
plastic material, and globally has a
recovery rate of nearly 56 percent.
Prior to the pandemic, NAPCOR saw
costs for postconsumer recycled PET
rise above that of virgin PET. 

“This was driven by demand and a
realization that RPET is a different
product than virgin PET, therefore
having a unique value,” Collier said.
“We saw this decoupling of RPET
from virgin PET pricing continue
through the pandemic and into present
times. We also launched our Positively
PET campaign just before the pan-
demic, but chose to continue with our
messaging. Educating consumers about
PET and its recyclability attributes –
ultimately encouraging recycling – is
our goal.”

Increased Challenges
Plastic waste in the environment is

never okay, and the American Chem-
istry Council and others are working to
accelerate the transition toward a cir-
cular economy, in which used plastic
and other materials are reused and
treated as valuable resources instead of
discarded. 

“We’re working to provide Con-
gress and state legislatures with holis-
tic solutions to address plastic waste.
As part of this, we need to expand
access to advanced recycling technolo-
gies that pick up where traditional
recycling methods leave off,” Baca
said. “Traditional recycling is a critical
part of our recycling infrastructure and
needs to thrive for us to succeed. At
the same time, to fully transition to a
circular economy, we have to increase
our ability to recover and recycle more
types of plastic materials through
advanced recycling.”

Advanced recycling further
reduces hard-to-recycle plastics, like
multi-resin food packaging, to their
molecular level, and then turns them
into feedstock for future plastic mate-
rials and other valuable products.
American companies like Agilyx,
Braven Environmental and Bright-
mark, for example, are leading in this
area.

Guron stressed that educating all
facets of the system, including con-
sumer, manufacturing and governmen-
tal is paramount to offsetting the
challenges the plastic recycling indus-
try faces. 

“The educational component
must, first and foremost, target gov-
ernment leaders at all levels of the
political system,” Guron said. “With-
out increased spending to improve
sorting infrastructure and without
acknowledgement that recycling
should be profitable and viewed as a
service to future generations, the
industry is destined to struggle long
term.” 

Additionally, she added that per-
petuating the idea that plastics can be
recycled without having space or pro-
cessing ability does more harm than
good. 

“Keeping in mind that it is plastic
manufacturers that perpetuate the edu-
cation intended to get more people to
recycle, that sort of education muddles
reality. People believe that anything
with a ‘recycling triangle’ is recycla-
ble, which contaminates entire waste
streams and does not help the plastic
recycling industry,” Guron said. “Sup-
porting legislation that puts the onus
of the packaging waste on manufactur-
ers and supplementing with govern-
ment support to create a robust
recycling network, would provide long
term solutions and help the plastic
recycling industry stand more firmly
in its foundation.”

A Positive Outlook
The last year has been difficult for

many and has emphasized the need to
build a more advanced, sustainable
and resilient American manufacturing
base. This requires both innovation
and investment, and Baca believes the
future looks promising. 

“As we work toward a circular
economy for plastics, and our brand
partners continue to incorporate more
recycled plastic material into products
and packaging, the demand for recy-
cled plastic will continue to rise, help-
ing to sustain the modernization of our
recycling systems,” Baca said. “Many
are seeing this shift as an economic
opportunity.” According to a recent
report from ResearchandMarkets, the
global plastic recycling industry is
expected to recover and grow, reach-
ing $50.4 billion by 2027. 

“State-level legislation will con-
tinue to support this growth. Twelve
states have already passed laws that
support the growth of advanced recy-
cling to increase the capture and reuse
of plastic materials,” Baca said. “Plas-
tic recycling will be instrumental in
developing a more efficient economy
and a cleaner world.”

Plastic use
■Continued from Page B1

The Coca-Cola Company intro-
duced a new 13.2oz bottle made from
100 percent recycled plastic material
(rPET) in the U.S. This new bottle will
be available first in the company’s
biggest and most iconic brand: Coca-
Cola®. In addition, the company
announced the transition to bottles made
from 100 percent recycled plastic mate-
rial across a selection of brands in the
portfolio, including DASANI® and
smartwater®, which will be available in
various package sizes this year. The
moves are a substantial step in address-
ing plastic waste, among the top envi-
ronmental concerns globally, reducing
the company’s use of new plastic by
more than 20 percent across the portfo-
lio in North America compared to 2018.

Starting this month in select states
in the Northeast, Florida and California,
Coca-Cola Trademark (Coke, Diet
Coke, Coke Zero Sugar, Coca-Cola Fla-
vors) will roll out the new, 13.2oz bottle
made from 100 percent rPET. The new
bottle is conveniently sized in a more
sippable package and reduces the use of
new plastic. This summer, the 13.2oz,
100 percent rPET bottle will roll out
across additional sparkling beverage
brands nationwide.

As part of a portfolio approach,
20oz bottles made from 100 percent
rPET are being introduced across Coca-
Cola, Coke Zero Sugar, Diet Coke and
Coca-Cola Flavors in California and

New York and will continue to roll out
in Texas. DASANI and smartwater will
follow suit, introducing 20oz bottles
made from 100 percent rPET. Finally,
people in select markets will see a new
13.2oz clear bottle from Sprite, also
made from 100 percent rPET. The clear
package makes it easier for bottles to be
recycled and remade into new bottles.
All Sprite packaging will transition to
clear packaging by the end of 2022.

“Given our scale and resources, we
realize our unique opportunity and clear
responsibility to make a positive differ-
ence in the global plastic crisis, bringing
us closer to our ambitious World With-
out Waste goals,” said Alpa Sutaria,
vice president and general manager, sus-
tainability, North America operating
unit, The Coca-Cola Company. “Plastic
is a valuable packaging resource and
these innovations in the U.S. represent
meaningful action that focus not just on
what goes into the bottles, but on inno-
vation of the bottles themselves.”

In 2018, the company pledged
robust World Without Waste goals to
collect and recycle the equivalent of a
bottle or can for every one the company
sells by 2030, to make 100 percent of
packaging recyclable by 2025 and to use
50 percent recycled material in bottles
and cans by 2030. By introducing 100
percent rPET bottles in the U.S., this
marks a total of 19 markets globally
offering recycled packaging. 

Coca-Cola introduces
100 percent recycled
plastic bottle in the U.S.



Fairbanks 70’ Truck Scale. Load cells and 
digital readout are in good shape. 

1987 Komatsu Wheel Loader.
Quick connect with bucket and forks.

Wendt Tumble Back Feeder.
12' load area. 27' tall.

SMC 1000 Ton Plate Shear. Good condition. 
Will cut up to 16" laminated plate. 

2016 Wolverine Tire Debeader. 
Only 100 hours on the meter!

2014 Eagle Portable Tire Debeader.
Used less than 10 hours! Like new.

Complete Wendt Non-Ferrous Sort System.
Everything is in great condition,

already dismantled.

2018 LeFort SB 660 Ton Shear. 
Only 3,500 hours! In very good shape.

AAuctionsAAD uctions
DE Inquire at:

  DADE Auctions, Inc.
  www.DADEAuctions.com
  844-333-3030

Cumberland Model 30 Granulator. 
200HP. New bearings and blades!

om

Register
Today!

FEATURED BUY NOW LISTINGS

System Includes:
Powercat A System  |  Powercat C System
Screening Machine SM320

Powercat Copper Recovery System
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